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PART I: INTRODUCTION

1. Rationale of the study

In order to speak English more exactly, specialists devised an international
phonetic symbols for people who want to learn and speak English more easily and
more quickly because learning a foreign language is based on the international
phonetic alphabet ( IPA) which can help them pronounce and speak English more
accurately like truly native speakers. However, today there are so many different
systems of the phonetic symbols corresponding to each individual country in the
world. For example, Vietnam also has its owned phonetic symbols along with
Vietnamese language and voice. In all of those phonetic methods, only the

International Phonetic Alphabet is used most conveniently and most popularly.

In fact, according to researched statistics, the majority of English learners in
Vietnam who don’t often have a using habit of this IPA because they still think that
using their personally Vietnamese phonetic symbols is considered the most
convenient & most easy way to learn a foreign language. This is truly a big mistake
because using their mother tongue’s phonetic symbols can’t rewrite exactly the
words that they hear. For example, when learners want to pronounce the ‘MAP’
word in English, if they use their Viethnamese phonetic symbols to copy the sound
of the ‘Map’ word they will write it into the ‘mép’ word in Vietnamese. Actually,
native speakers don’t speak that word completely the same way as the Vietnamese
phonetic symbols like the ‘mép’ of the ‘mdm mép’ word in Vietnamese. So,
learners should speak the ‘map’ word is the ‘ma+ép’ or the ‘ma+e¢p’ according to
similarly Vietnamese speaking.Your communication can be a success or a
breakdown which can be due to your grammar or vocabulary mistakes but
sometimes due to your phonetic ones. Therefore, a study on the sounds of vowels
and consonants in English has been one of my big concerns that have become one

of the main reasons motivating me to carry out this research.
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2. Aims of the study

For the purpose of pointing out the principles of vowels and consonants

pronunciation in speech English, my study focuses on:

Introducing theorical background about phoneme, phonetics & phonology, the
production of speech sounds and the study on vowels & consonants in speech

English.

Particularly, giving the principles of vowels & consonants pronunciation may make

learners try to speak like native speakers in English communication.
Indicating the findings and implication, proposing some suggestions.

Providing some exercises may be very helpful for learners in English pronunciation

as well as in English communication today.
3. Scope of the study

A properly English speaking and pronunciation is an extremely large study,
including researching for principles of vowels & consonants pronunciation,
mentioning to principles of recognizing the word stress or discussing the
intonation of a sentence etc... However, due to the limit of time and knowledge,
the writer don’t have ambition to study all the matters relating to speech English
As mentioned above, in this paper, only study on the sounds of vowels &
consonants in English are presented and analyzed. Especially, the writer pays much
attention to principles of vowels & consonants pronunciation for learners’ English

speaking & communication.
4. Methods of the study

To achieve the aims of the study successfully & effectively, in my studying
process, | stored knowledge from a lot different kinds of resources specialized in
the sounds of vowels & consonants in English. This study is fulfilled due to the
information collected from different resources to give the theorical background
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such as introduction about phoneme, phonetics & phonology. Then, an analysis on
the production of speech sounds is carried out as pointing out definition,
classification & description of the sounds, giving out the principles of the sounds’
pronunciation. After that, the implication is referred for a better English speaking &

communication. Finally, there come suggestions for further study.
5. Design of the study

My graduation paper consists of 3 main parts of which the second part_ the

development is the most important one.

Part I: Introduction, which indicates the rationale, the aims, the scope, the

methods & the design of the study.

Part I1: Development mentions the main content of the study and it is further

divided into 3 chapters as below:

Chapterl: is called “Theorical background” in which the introduction on
phoneme, phonetics & phonology (definition, difference, importance of them), the
production of speech sounds (introduction on articulators above the larynx, vowels

& consonants) are presented.

Chapter2: namely variations of vowels & consonants in speech English, deals with
the 2 following matters: The principles of vowels pronunciation & the principles of

consonants pronunciation.

Chapter3: Pointing out the findings and implication as well as some suggestions
for using the English pronouncing principles in order to gain a better English

communication.

Part 111: Conclusion gives a brief summary of the study and suggestion for further

study.

Besides, the writer would like to state herein the appendix in which some exercises
of English word pronunciation are presented.
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PART Il: DEVELOPMENT
CHAPTER I: THEORITICAL BACKGROUND

I. INTRODUCTION ON PHONEME, PHONETICS AND PHONOLOGY

1. Definition of phoneme:

“Phoneme _ the smallest phonetic unit in a language that is capable of conveying a

distinction in meaning, as the /m/ of “mat” and the /b/ of “bat” in English”
(Jones: 1950)

“Phoneme_ the smallest sound unit in a language that is capable of conveying a

distinct meaning, such as the/s/ of “sing” & the /t/ of “ring” in English”
(Abercrombie: 1967)

“Phoneme (linguistics) _ one of the small set of speech sounds that are

distinguished by the speakers of a particular language”.
(Gimson: 1962)
2. Definition of phonetics & phonology:

“Phonetics” is the study of sounds (voice). It is concerned with the actual
properties of speech sounds (phones) as well as those of non-speech sounds and
their production, audition & perception, as opposed to phonology, which operates
at the level of sound systems & abstract sound units such as phonemes &

distinctive features.

“Phonetics” deals with speech sounds themselves, how they are made (articulator
phonetics), how they are perceived (auditory phonetics) & the physics involved

(acoustic phonetics).
(Abercrombie: 1967)

“Phonology” is a subfield of linguistics which studies the sounds systems of a



specifics language .Phonology describes the way sounds function within a given

language or across languages.

“Phonology” deals with how these speech sounds are organized into system for
each individual language; for example, how the sounds can be combined, the

relations between them, and how they are affect each other.
(Gimson: 1962)

An important part of phonology is studying which sounds are distinctive units
within a language and studies how sounds alternate. For example: The/p/ in “pin”

Is aspirated while the same phoneme in “spin” is not.
3. Difference between phonetics & phonology.

“Phonetics” simply describes the articulatory & acoustic properties of phones

(speech sounds).
“Phonology” studies how sounds interact as a system in a particular language.

In the other ways, “Phonetics” studies which sounds are present in a language,
“Phonology” studies how these sounds combine and how they change in
combination, as well as which sounds can contrast to produce differences in

meaning or “Phonology” describes the phones as allophones of phonemes.
I1. The production of speech sounds:
1. Articulators above the larynx:

All the sounds we make when we speak are the result of muscle contracting. We
have a large and complex set of muscles that can produce changes in the shape of
the vocal tract, and in order to learn how the sounds of speech are produced it is
necessary to become familiar with the different parts of the vocal tract. These

different parts are called “articulators”.



upper teeth

alveolar ridge

nose soft palate (velum)

hard
palate

upper lip
lower lip
pharynx

lower teeth

larynx

Diagram of articulators above the larynx.

The articulators that can’t move are called “the passive articulator” (teeth,

alveolar ridge...)

The articulators that can move are called “the active articulators “(epiglottis,

tongue, lips...)

1.1. The pharynx: Is a tube which begins just above the larynx. It is about 7 cm
long in woman and about 8 cm in men, and at its top end it is divided into 2, one
part being the back of the mouth and the other being the beginning of the way

through the nasal cavity.

1.2. The velum or soft palate: Is a part that allows air to pass through the nose and
through the mouth. Yours is probably in that position now, but often in speech it is

raised so that air can’t escape through the nose.

The other important thing about the velum is that it is one of the articulators that
can be touched by the tongue. For example, when we make the sounds /k/ and /g/,
the tongue is in contact with the lower side of the velum and we call /k/ and /g/

velar consonants.

1.3. The hard palate: Is often called the “roof of the mouth” you can feel its

smooth curved surface with your tongue.



1.4. The alveolar ridge: Is between the top front teeth and the hard palate you can
easily feel its shape with your tongue. Its surface is really much rougher than it
feels, and is covered with little ridge. Almost sounds are made with the tongue
touching the alveolar ridge. For example: When you make the sounds /t/ and /d/,

these sounds are called alveolar consonants.

1.5. The tongue: Is a very important articulator and it can be moved into many
different places and different parts like tip, blade , front, back, and root of the

tongue.

front back

dp blade

Figure of tongue blade

1.6. The teeth upper and lower: Are shown in diagrams. Almost speakers have
teeth to the sides of their mouths, back almost to the soft palate. The tongue is in
contact with the upper side teeth for many speech sounds made with the tongue

touching the front teeth are called dental consonants like: / 6/, /0 /.

1.7. The lips: Are important in speech. They can be pressed together when we
produce the sounds /p/, /b/, brought into contact with the teeth (as in /f/, /v/) or
rounded to produce the lip — shape for vowels like /u:/.Sounds in which the lips are
in contact with each other are called bilabial like /p/, /b/, Im/, while those with lip —

to — teeth contact are called labiodentals like /f/, Iv/.
2. Vowels
2.1. Definition of VVowels:

a. Monophthongs:
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Monothhongs (short vowels) are sounds in the production of which there is no
obstruction to the flow of air as it passes from the larynx to the lips .They are

usually pronounced with the vibration of the vocal cord.
b. Diphthongs:

Diphthong is a sound consisting of a movement or a glide from one vowel to
another. In terms of length, diphthong is considered as long vowels and the first

part in a diphthong is longer than the second.
c. Triphthongs.

A triphthong is a glide from one vowel to another and then to a third, all produced

rapidly and without interruption.
2.2. Classification of vowels:

There are 20 vowels in English sound system including 12 pure vowels & 8

diphthongs plus 5 triphthongs.

*Monothongs:

lil: sit, Kiss l&/: cat, bad
/el bed, pet / U/ put, soot
/ ol- hammer, teacher / NI cut, shut
/ol hot, sport /i:/: seat, see
/u:/ = school, spoon /a:/: car, father
/>:1 : sport, floor /3:/ : heard, girl

Monophthongs are classified according to 3 criteria:

According to the height of the tongue:
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High vowels: /i:, 1, U, u:/
Middle vowels: / e,d, 3:, o/

Low vowels: / &, A, b,a:/

According to the front /back of the tongue:

Front vowels: /i, 1, e, &/

Central vowels: /A, 3:, o/

Back vowels: /b, u:, u, 2:,a:/
According to the lips rounding:

Rounded vowels: /b, u:, U, 2:/

Unrounded /spread vowels: /A, 3:, a,a/

Neutral vowels:/e,i, i:,&/

front central back
high I b
pit put
mid € A
pet pitta putt
low *& D
pat pot

Diagram of vowels classification
*Diphthongs:

/1 9/: beard, fiece

/ed/: aried, scarce
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[ua/: moored, tour /eil paid, face
/ai/: tide, nice />i /2 void, voice

/aul: load, most/ au/ : loud, house

Diphthongs can be classified into 2 groups: Centring diphthongs (ending in /2 /)

include /ia/, /ea/, /Ua/. Closing diphthongs (ending in /i/) include /ei/ /ai/,/>i

/(ending in /u/) include /oU/& /avl.
*Tripthongs

The tripthongs can be looked on as being composed of the five closing diphthongs
described above with /o / added on the end.

Thus, we get: - eio, aid, Jid, oU9, aUa.
2.3. Description of vowels:
a. Mono-vowels:

1. /e/: bet, men, yes ...

-The tongue position is lower and moth is more open for /e/ (middle vowel), front

vowel, spread vowel
2./ @/ bat, man, gas ...

-The mouth is wide open; the tongue comes forward for/z/(low vowel), front

vowel, spread vowel.

3. /A/ but, some, rush ...
-The mouth only opens a little for /A/ (low vowel), front vowel, neutral vowel

4./ b/ pot, gone, cross ...
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-The mouth opens a lot for /p/ (low vowel), back vowel, rounded vowel
5./ v/ put, full, but ...

-The tongue position is closer to /A/, the mouth only opens a little for /u/ => (high

vowel), rounded vowel

6. /i/ bit, pin, fish ...

-The tongue is pulled back and down (high vowel), front vowel, neutral vowel

7. /o/ about, oppose, perhaps ...

-The mouth only opens a little for /o/(middle vowel), central vowel, neutral vowel
8. /i:/ beat, mean , peace ...

-For /i:/ keep pushing the body of the tongue forward and spread the lips (high

vowel), front vowel, spread vowel

9. /3:/ bird, fern, purse ...

-The back of the tongue is bunched up & pulled back, he tip of the tongue is
slightly raised but never touches the roof of the mouth (middle vowel), central

vowel, neutral vowel
10. /a: / card, half, pass ...

-The tongue comes further back for /a: / (low vowel), back vowel, neutral vowel

11. />:/ board, torn ,horse ...

-The mouth is more open and the lips are only slightly rounded for/2: / (middle

vowel), back vowel, rounded vowel
12. /u: / food, soon, loose ...
-Push the tongue high and back and round the lips strongly for/u: / (high vowel),

14



back vowel, rounded vowel

b. Diphthongs:

1. /19/: beard, Iran, fierce ...

The starting point is a little closer than /i/ in ‘bit’, ‘pin’.
2./ea/: aried, cairn, scarce ...

This diphthong begins with the same vowel sound as the /e/ of ‘get’. ‘men’.

3. /Ua /: moored, tour, sure ...

For speakers who have this diphthong, this has a starting point slightly closer than
[0/ in ‘put’, ‘pull’.

4. /ei /: save, pain, face ...

The starting point is the same as the /e/ of ‘get’, ‘men’.

5. /ai/: tide, fine, cry ...

This diphthong begins with an open vowel which is between front and back, it is

quite similar to the/A/ of the words ‘cut’, ‘bun’
6. /21 /: void, loin, noise ...
The first part of this diphthong has the same quality as /2:/ in ‘ought’, ‘born’.

7. /aU/: load, home, slow ...

The vowel position for the beginning of this is the same as for the ‘schwa’ vowel

/a/. The lips may be slightly round in anticipation of the glide towards /u/, for

which there is quite noticeable lip- rounding.

8. /au/: loud, gown, flower ...
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This diphthong begins with a vowel similar to /a: / since this is an open vowel,

glide to /u/ would necessitate a large movement. Usually in English the glide
towards /u/ begins but is not completed.

3. Consonants.
3.1: Definition of consonants:

A consonant is a sound in spoken language that is characterized by a closure or
stricture of the vocal tract sufficient to cause audible turbulence. So, a consonant is
the sound in the production of which one articulator moves toward another or two
articulators come together obstructing the air stream so the air stream can’t get out

freely.
3.2: Classification of consonants: According to 2 criteria:

a. Place of articulation: Including 9 groups:

Bilabial sounds: / p, b, m, w/ Labio — dental sounds: / f, v/
Dental sounds: /6,0 / Alveolar sounds: /t,d, I, n,s, z/
Palato — Alveolar sounds:/f, 3, tf, d3/ Velar sounds: / k, 1, g/

Glottal sound: /h/ Retroflex sound: / r/

Palatal sound: / j/

b. Manners of articulation: Including 6 groups:

Stop/plosive sounds: /p-b/, /t-d/, /k-g/ Nasal sounds: /m, n, 1/
Fricative sounds: /f-v/,/0-0/,/s-z/, I[- 3/, Ih/ Approxamant: /r, w, j/
Affricative sounds: /tf, d3/ Lareral sound: /l/
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postalveola

bilabial labiodental dental alveolar retroflex palatal velar glottal
r
plosive p b t d Kg
nasal m n 1
fricative f v 0 ds z [ 3 h
approximant  (w) r J (w)

lateral

approximant
affricate tf d3

3.3: Description of consonants: According to 3 criteria:
*The place of articulation:
Bilabials /b, p, m, w/ are the sounds made with 2 lips.

Labio — dentals /f, v/ are the sounds made with the lower lip and the upper front
teeth.

Dentals/0, &/ are the sounds made with the tip of the tongue and the upper front
teeth. The tip of the tongue nearly touches the upper front teeth.

Alveolar /t, d, n, |, s-z/ are the sound made with the tip of the tongue and the

alveolar ridge. The tip of the tongue is moved to the alveolar ridge.

Palatal /j/ are the sounds made with the front of the tongue and the hard palate.

Palatal — alveolar/ [, 3, tf, d3 / are the sounds made with the palate of the tongue
and the back of the alveolar ridge.
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Velars/k, g, y/ are the sounds made with the back of the tongue and the soft palate.
Glottal /n/ is made at the epiglottis.

Retroflex /post alveolar /r/ are the sounds made with the tip of the tongue and the

back of the alveolar.
*The manners of articulations:
Stops / plosives: /p-b/, /t-d/, Ik-g/

Stops are the sounds in the production of speech. The air stream is obstructed in
the oral cavity. Because of a complete closure of the articulators involved and the
soft palate is raised blocking off the nasal cavity so that the air stream escaped

strongly causing a plosure.
Nasals: /m-n, n/

Nasals are the sounds made with the air stream being obstructed in the oral cavity
with the complete closure of the articulators involved but the soft palate is lowered

so that the air stream escapes through the nose.
Fricatives. /f-v/, Is-z/, /h/, /6-0 I, Itf- d3/

Fricatives are produced where two articulators come close together but there is till
a small opening between them so that the air stream is partially obstructed and an

audible friction noise is produced.

Affricates: /t[-d3/

Affricates are produced when the stop is immediately followed by a fricative which

Is hormorgnic.
Laterals. /I/

Latoral is made when the air stream is being obstructed centrally and the air stream

escaped laterally.
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Approximants: /r,w, j/

Approximants are produced when two articulators nearly touch. The air stream is

partially obstructed but not enough to cause friction.
*According to their voicing are classified into 2 types:

*Voiceless means that the vocal folds don’t vibrate during the production of

voiceless consonants.

*Voiced means that the vocal folds vibrate during the production of voiced

consonants.
Voice less (Fortis) like: /p, t, k/ etc.

Voiced (Lenis) like: /b, d, g/ etc.
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CHAPTER I1: VARIATIONS OF VOWELS AND CONSONANTS
IN SPEECH ENGLISH

I — Principles of vowel pronunciation:

1. MoNo — vowels:

1.1: How to pronounce “A”: “A” is pronounced into /&/:

a. In case, the words which have only one syllable and end with 1 or more

consonants.

Ex: Lad /leed/= con trai.
Dam /dem/ = dap ngan nudc
Slang /slaen / = tiéng 1ong

b. In case, “A” is stressed and is in a syllable of the word which has many syllables

and stands before 2 consonants.
Ex: Candle /‘keendl / = cay nén
Baptize /‘baeptaiz / = rira tdi
Narrow /‘neerau/ = chat hep
“A” 1s pronounced into /el/:

a.In case, the words which have only one syllable and have an ending way: A +

consonant + E.

Ex: Cane /kein/=cay gy
Mate /meit /= ban déng nghi¢p
Gate  /geit /= cong

b. In case, “A is in a syllable of the word standing next to the other syllable which

ends with “—1on” or “ —1an”.
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Ex: Nation /*neifon /= qudc gia
Translation /“treensleifan/ = bai dich
Liberation /liba‘reifon / = sy giai phong

But: Mansion /‘manfon/ = 1au dai
Companion /*kempanion /= ban dong hanh

Italian /“iteelion/ = ngudi Y
“A” is pronounced into /J: /

a. In case, the words which only have one syllable and end with “II”.
Ex: All /2:1/ = tat ca

Call /ka:1 /= kéu goi

Small /sm>a:1/=nho bé
But: Shall /el / = phai s&

“A” is pronounced into /J/:

(13 9

a.In case, the words which have one stressed syllable or begin with “w” semi —

vowel
Ex: Was /waz/ = qua khir ciia “tobe”
Wand /wond / = diia than
Watch /watf/ = d¢ong hd

But:  Way /wei /= con duong
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Waste /weist / = hoang phi
Wag /wag / = ngoe ngudy
“A” 1s pronounced into /a:/

In case, the words have one syllable which end with “R” consonant or with “R +
another consonant”, orinone syllable of word when “a” stands before “R + another

consonant”.
Ex: Bar /ba:/ = thanh dai
Star /sta:/ = ng0i sao
Barn /ba:n/ = vua thdc
But: Scarce /sk3as/ = khan hiém
Half /ha:f/ =1 nuira
Quart /kw2:t / = mot lit Anh (=1 lit 135)
Sparrow /‘sparau/ = chim sé
“A” is pronounced into /39/:
In case, the words have “A” standing before “R” consonant.
Ex: Prepare /*prip3a/ = stra soan

Harem /*h3aram /= khué phong

Garish /¢g3arif/ = loa loet
But: are /a:/= dOng tur tobe
“A” 1s pronounced into /1/:

“A” 1s pronounced end with “ate” and two syllables — nouns end with “age”.
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Ex: Deliberate /di‘liborit / = dan do
Village /*vilid3 /= lang x&
Cottage /°koti d3 /= nha tranh

Damage /‘deemid3/ = thiét hai
“A” is pronounced into /o
In case, the syllable of the word isn’t stressed.

Ex: Separate /°separeit/ = ngan cach
Explanation /ekspla‘neifon/ = sy giai thich

National /*n&fon/= ¢ tinh quéc gia

But: magnanimous /mag‘na&nimoas/ = quang dai
Kitchen /°kitfon/or /*kitfin/ = c4i bép

1.2: How to pronounced “E”:

“E” is pronounced into /e /:

In case, the words have only syllable and with 1 or more consonants except for

“R”, or in the stressed syllable of the word.
Ex: Bed /bed / = cai giudng
Them /dem / = chdng né
Member /‘memba/= thanh vién
Extend /ik‘stend / = m& rong
But: Her /ha: /= c6 ay

Term /to: m/ = thoi han
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Interprete /inta‘pri:t / = thdng ngdn
“E” is pronounced into /i:/ :

29 ¢¢ 29

In case, “E” stands before the words like “de”, “ne 7, “te”, “se”...or has the ending

method of the word is consonant + e.
Ex: Cede /si:d /= nhuong bo
Compelete /‘kamplit /= hoan toan
Vietnamese /‘vietnomi:z /= nguoi Viétnam
“E” is pronounced into/[1/:
In case, “E” 1s in the prefix of the word such as “be”, “de”, “re”, “etc”.
Ex: Begin /*bigin / = bat dau
Behave /be‘haev/ = cu xir

Remind /ri‘maind/= nhic nh¢
Reorganize /ri*d:gonaiz/ = t chirc lai
“E” is pronounced into /o/:
In case, “E” is in the unstressed syllable of the word.
Ex: Silent /*sailont/ = im lang

Open /‘oupan/ = mé ra
Chicken /“tfikan/ = ga con

Punishment /‘pAnifmant/ = su tring phat
1.3: How to pronounce “I”
“I”” 1s pronounced into /ai /:

In case. The words have their ending is i + consonant + e
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Ex: Bite /bait / = vét cin
Site /sait / = dia diém
Like /laik / = ua thich
But: To live /liv /= sbng
To give /giv/ = cho, ban cho
“I”” is pronounced into /i/:
In case, the words have one syllable and end with ““ i + consonant *.
Ex: Bit /bit / = miéng nho
Din /din/ = tiéng 6n a0
Twin /twin/ = song sinh
Him /him / = ong 4y
“I”” 1s pronounced into /i:/

In case, “I” is in some words which descend of French
Ex: Machine /ma‘fi:n / = cai may
Regime /rei‘3i:m/ = ché d6 n udng
Mandoline /mando‘li:n / = dan mang cim
Routine /ru‘ti:n/ = cong viéc hang ngay

1.4 How to pronounced “O”.

“0O” is pronounced into /oU/:

a. In case, “O” stands at the word.

Ex: No /nou /= khong
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So /sou/ = bdi vay
Mosquito /mas‘kit0u/ = con mudi

Dynamo /‘dainamou/ = bg phan phat dién
But: to do /tu du:/ = lam

b. In cases, the words which have only one syllable or end with 2 consonants or
with “consonant +e”,and in the stressed syllable of the words which have more

syllables.

Ex:Comb /koum/ = cai lugc
Cold /kould / = lanh
Mobile /*‘moubail/ = lvu dong
Moment /*‘moumont/ = 1 lat
Monage /‘mounid3/ = tudi vi thanh nién
But: Bomb /bom / = trai bom
Fond /font /= wa thich

Soft /sft/ = mém

“0” is pronounced into /J:/:

In case, “O” stands before “R” + consonant.

Ex: Born /bo:n/ =sinh ra
Horn [ho:n ] = cai sung
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North /n2: 6 / = phuong Bic
Corner /‘kd:na/ = goc phd
Portrait /‘pd:treit /= chan dung

“O” is pronounced into /J/:

In case, the words have only one syllable with a consonant ending and in the

stressed syllable of the words which have many syllable.

Ex:Cod/kod/ = cé thu
Sob/sob/=khoc nirc nd
Coffee/*kofi/= ca phé
Opposite />‘pazit]= trai ngugc

“0O” is pronounced into /A/:

In case, the words have only one syllable and in the stressed syllable of the more

syllable words.

Ex:Come/kam/= dén
Done/dAn/= da xong
Monkey/mAnki/=con khi
Company/‘kampani/ =cong ty

Honey/‘hAni/=mat ong

“0” 1s pronounced into /u:/:In the following words.
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Ex: Do/du:/=lam

Move/mu:v/=chuyén dong

Prove/pru:v/=chiing minh

Tomb/tu:m/=phan mo

“O” 1 spronounced into /o

In case, “O” is in the unstressed syllable of the word which has many syllables.
Ex: Atom/‘etom/=nguyén tir

Bosom/‘buzom/=tam tri

Compare/kom*p3a/=s0 sanh

Control /kon‘troul/=kiém soat
1.5 How to pronounce “U”.

“U” 1s often pronounced into/u/:
Ex: Bush/buf/=bui cay
Full/ful/= day

Push /puf/= day
Bullet/*built/=vién dan

“U” 1s pronounced into /u: /

Ex: Blue/blu:/=mau xanh da troi
Brute/bru:t/=nguoi tho bao
Lunar/‘lu:na/=thudc mat trang

Salute/so‘lu:t/=su chao mung

“U” 1s pronounced into /ju:/
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Ex: Mute /mju:t/=cam

Cucumber /°kju:kamba/=dura chuot
Immune /im‘ju:t/=mién dich
Commune /ka‘mju:t/= dam luan
“U” is pronounced into /jual/:

In case, the words in which include u +r+ vowel
Ex: Cure /kjua/=phuong phap ctru chira

Pure /pjua/=thuan khiét

Furious /*fjuarios/=gian dir

Curious /°kjuarias /=td mo

But: Sure/fua/=chic chin

“U” is pronounce into /a:/:

In case, the words which have only one syllable and end with U+ R in the words

which have U+ R+ consonant.
Ex: Blur /bla:/=lam Iu mo
Burn/be:n/= d6t chay
Nurse/na:s/=y ta
Burglar/‘ba:glo/=tén trom

Thursday/‘0a:sdei]/=tht 5

“U” is pronounced into/A/:
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In case, the words which have their prefix like “u

words.

Ex: But/bAt/=nhung
Cup/kAp/=cai tach
Skull/skAl/=xuong so
Uneasy/An‘i:zi/=bbi rdi
Umbrella/am‘brelo/=cai 6

1.6: How to prononce “Y”.

a. “Y”. is pronounced into /ai/:

[T

b

um-“and in some popular

In case, the words have only one syllable or is in the stressed syllable of the word.

Ex: Cry./krai/=khoc
Type/taip/=loai
Typhoid/‘taifoid/=bénh thuong han
But: Hym /him/=quéc ca
Mystic/‘mistik/=huyén bi
Typical/“tipikl/=tiéu biéu
Pyramid/‘piromid/=kim tu thap

b.”’y” is pronouced into/i/

[

In case, “y” is in the stressed syllable of the word.

Ex: Copy /kopi/=sao chép

Candy/‘kendi/=keo ngot
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Gravy/‘greivi/=nudc sot thit
Quality/‘kwnliti/=pham chat

But: Beatitfy /bju:tifai/= lam cho dep
Pacify /‘paesifai/=binh dinh an ninh
Nullify/‘nalifai/=phé bo

2. Diphthongs( long vowels)

2.1 How to pronounce “Al-AU-AW-AY”.

“AlI” 1s pronounced into /ei/ when it stands before any consonants except for “R”

letter.

Ex: Hail/heil/=chao mung
Nail/neil/=mong tay
Wait/weit/=cho doi

Faint/feint/=ngat xiu

“AI” 1s pronounced into /3a/when it comes before “R” letter.

Ex: Air/3a/=khong khi

Fair/f3a/= dep

Chair/tf3e/=cai ghé

Laird/I3ad/= dién chu

“AU” is almost pronounced into /2:/ in the words which consists of “au”.

Ex:Fault/fa:1t/= 151 1am
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Haunt/hont/= 4m anh

Audience/*d:dions/=thinh gia

“AU” is pronounced into/a:/ in some words which have “au”.
Ex: Aunt/a:nt/=c, di

Laugh/la:f/=cuoi

Draught/dra:ft/=su kéo

“AW?” is often pronounced into /J: /in words which have “AW”
“law /12:/= luat phap
Crawl/kro:1/=bo 1&

Awful/*3:ful/=khing khiép

“AY” 1s usually pronounced into .ei/ in all the words which have “AY”.
Ex: Clay/klei/= dat sét

Day/dei/=ngay

Hay/hei/= co kho

But: Quay/ki:/=bén tau

Mayor/mea/= 6ng thi trudng
Papaya/pa‘paijo/=trai du du

2.2 How to pronounce “EA- EE-EI-EX-EY”.
A. “EA” is often pronounced into:

lel Ex: Head/hed/ = cai dau

Breakfast/ breksfost/=bira sang
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Steady/*stedi/=vimg chac
Jealous /‘jelos/=hay ghen
Meadow/‘medou/=canh dong

/i | Ex: East/i:st/=phuong dong
Easy/i:zi/=dé dang

Heat/hi:t/= hoi nong

Breathe/ bri: 8/=thd

[2:] Ex:Learn/lo:n/=hoc
Earth/a: 0/=trai dat

Dearth/da:0/= nan d6i

But: Search /sa:tf/=tim kiém
Ocean /‘oufon/= dai duong
I35/ Ex: Bear/b3a/=con giu
Tear/t3o/ = xé rach
Bearish/b3arif/=hay git

Swear/sw3a/=101 thé

lial Ex: Tear/tio/=nudc mat
Rear /ria/=phia sau
Dreary/“diori/=budn té
Beard /biod/=réu

leil Ex: Great/greit/=to 16n

33


http://vi.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Schwa&action=edit&redlink=1
http://vi.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%82m_s%C3%A1t_r%C4%83ng_v%C3%B4_thanh&action=edit&redlink=1
http://vi.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Schwa&action=edit&redlink=1
http://vi.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Schwa&action=edit&redlink=1
http://vi.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Schwa&action=edit&redlink=1
http://vi.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%82m_s%C3%A1t_r%C4%83ng_v%C3%B4_thanh&action=edit&redlink=1
http://vi.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Schwa&action=edit&redlink=1
http://vi.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%82m_s%C3%A1t_r%C4%83ng_v%C3%B4_thanh&action=edit&redlink=1
http://vi.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Schwa&action=edit&redlink=1
http://vi.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%82m_s%C3%A1t_ch%C3%A2n_r%C4%83ng_sau_v%C3%B4_thanh&action=edit&redlink=1
http://vi.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%82m_s%C3%A1t_ch%C3%A2n_r%C4%83ng_sau_v%C3%B4_thanh&action=edit&redlink=1
http://vi.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%82m_s%C3%A1t_ch%C3%A2n_r%C4%83ng_sau_v%C3%B4_thanh&action=edit&redlink=1
http://vi.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%82m_s%C3%A1t_ch%C3%A2n_r%C4%83ng_sau_v%C3%B4_thanh&action=edit&redlink=1
http://vi.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nguy%C3%AAn_%C3%A2m_n%E1%BB%ADa_m%E1%BB%9F_gi%E1%BB%AFa_kh%C3%B4ng_l%C3%A0m_tr%C3%B2n&action=edit&redlink=1
http://vi.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nguy%C3%AAn_%C3%A2m_n%E1%BB%ADa_m%E1%BB%9F_gi%E1%BB%AFa_kh%C3%B4ng_l%C3%A0m_tr%C3%B2n&action=edit&redlink=1
http://vi.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nguy%C3%AAn_%C3%A2m_n%E1%BB%ADa_m%E1%BB%9F_gi%E1%BB%AFa_kh%C3%B4ng_l%C3%A0m_tr%C3%B2n&action=edit&redlink=1
http://vi.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nguy%C3%AAn_%C3%A2m_n%E1%BB%ADa_m%E1%BB%9F_gi%E1%BB%AFa_kh%C3%B4ng_l%C3%A0m_tr%C3%B2n&action=edit&redlink=1
http://vi.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nguy%C3%AAn_%C3%A2m_n%E1%BB%ADa_m%E1%BB%9F_gi%E1%BB%AFa_kh%C3%B4ng_l%C3%A0m_tr%C3%B2n&action=edit&redlink=1
http://vi.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nguy%C3%AAn_%C3%A2m_n%E1%BB%ADa_m%E1%BB%9F_gi%E1%BB%AFa_kh%C3%B4ng_l%C3%A0m_tr%C3%B2n&action=edit&redlink=1
http://vi.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nguy%C3%AAn_%C3%A2m_n%E1%BB%ADa_m%E1%BB%9F_gi%E1%BB%AFa_kh%C3%B4ng_l%C3%A0m_tr%C3%B2n&action=edit&redlink=1
http://vi.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nguy%C3%AAn_%C3%A2m_n%E1%BB%ADa_m%E1%BB%9F_gi%E1%BB%AFa_kh%C3%B4ng_l%C3%A0m_tr%C3%B2n&action=edit&redlink=1
http://vi.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nguy%C3%AAn_%C3%A2m_n%E1%BB%ADa_m%E1%BB%9F_gi%E1%BB%AFa_kh%C3%B4ng_l%C3%A0m_tr%C3%B2n&action=edit&redlink=1
http://vi.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nguy%C3%AAn_%C3%A2m_n%E1%BB%ADa_m%E1%BB%9F_gi%E1%BB%AFa_kh%C3%B4ng_l%C3%A0m_tr%C3%B2n&action=edit&redlink=1
http://vi.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nguy%C3%AAn_%C3%A2m_n%E1%BB%ADa_m%E1%BB%9F_gi%E1%BB%AFa_kh%C3%B4ng_l%C3%A0m_tr%C3%B2n&action=edit&redlink=1
http://vi.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nguy%C3%AAn_%C3%A2m_n%E1%BB%ADa_m%E1%BB%9F_gi%E1%BB%AFa_kh%C3%B4ng_l%C3%A0m_tr%C3%B2n&action=edit&redlink=1
http://vi.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%82m_s%C3%A1t_ch%C3%A2n_r%C4%83ng_sau_v%C3%B4_thanh&action=edit&redlink=1
http://vi.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nguy%C3%AAn_%C3%A2m_n%E1%BB%ADa_m%E1%BB%9F_gi%E1%BB%AFa_kh%C3%B4ng_l%C3%A0m_tr%C3%B2n&action=edit&redlink=1
http://vi.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nguy%C3%AAn_%C3%A2m_n%E1%BB%ADa_m%E1%BB%9F_gi%E1%BB%AFa_kh%C3%B4ng_l%C3%A0m_tr%C3%B2n&action=edit&redlink=1
http://vi.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nguy%C3%AAn_%C3%A2m_n%E1%BB%ADa_m%E1%BB%9F_gi%E1%BB%AFa_kh%C3%B4ng_l%C3%A0m_tr%C3%B2n&action=edit&redlink=1
http://vi.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Schwa&action=edit&redlink=1
http://vi.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Schwa&action=edit&redlink=1
http://vi.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Schwa&action=edit&redlink=1
http://vi.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Schwa&action=edit&redlink=1
http://vi.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Schwa&action=edit&redlink=1

Break/break/=lam v&
Steak/steik/=miéng mong
Breaker/‘breika/=song bac dau
b: “EE” is pronounced into/i:/ in the following words:
Ex: See/si:/= trong thy
Free/fri:/= tu do
Screen/skri:n/=man anh

“EE” is pronounced into /ia/ when it stands before “R” at the end of the word.
Ex:Beer /bia/=rugu bia
Cheer/tfio/=sy vui vé
Deer/dia/=con nai

Engineer /‘end3ia/=ky su
c.”EI” is often pronounced into:
li:/ Ex: Seize /si:z/=tim lay
Ceiling /*si:lin/ =trAn nha
Conceive/kan‘si:v/=quan ni¢ém
Deceive/di‘si:v/= danh lira
lei/Ex: Eight /eit/= s6 8

Weight /weit/=trong luong
Deign/dein/=chiéu cb
Freight/freit/=hang hoa
Sleight/slei/=xe truot tuyét
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/ail Ex: Either/aida]/ or /i:da/ =cai nay hay céi kia
Neither/‘naida/ or /ni:da/ =khdng cai nao ca
Sleight=/lait/= sy khon khéo

Height/hait/=chiéu cao

I35/ Ex: Heir/h3o/=nguoi thira ké
Their/d3a/=cua ho

/el Ex: Leisure /‘le3o/= sy nhan rdi
Heifer/‘hefa/=b0 néi

d.”EX” is pronounced into /eks/ when it is the first syllable of the word which is

stressed on.

Ex: Exercise/‘eksasaiz/=bai tap

Exorcise /°eksd:saiz/=trir ta ma
Execute/ eksikju:t]=thuc thi
Expert/‘ekspa:t/=chuyén vién

“EX” 1s pronounced into /iks/ when it is the unstressed syllable of the word and

stands before a consonant.

Ex: Exclusive/iks‘klusiv/= doc quyén
Extensive /iks‘tensiv/=rdng 16n
Experience/iks*piarians]=kinh nghém

“EX” is pronounced into /igz/when it is the unstressed syllable of the word and

stands in front of a vowel or “h” letter.

Ex: Examine/ig‘zemin/=quan sat
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Exaggerate /ig‘zeegoreit/=phdng dai
Existence /ig‘zistant/=su séng

e. “EY” is often pronounced into:

leil Ex: Prey /prei/=con mdi
Grey/grei/= xam

Obey/‘oubei/=vang 101

fi:/ or /il Ex: Money/‘mA ni/= tién bac
Attorney/ &toni/=luat su

Key /ki:/=chia khoa

2.3 How to pronounce “IE”.

“IE” 1s pronounced into [i:] when it is in the middle vowels of the word.
Ex: Grief/gri:f/=mdi lo phién
Chief/tfi:f/=ngudi ding dau

Believe /bi‘li:v/=tin tuong
Grievance/‘gri:vens/ = ndi co cuc

“IE” is pronounced into /ai/ when it is last vowels of the word which only has a

syllable.

Ex: Die/dai/= con stic sic

Lie/pai/= néi dbi

Tie/tai/= ca vat

2.4 How to pronounce “OA- OO- OU- OW”,

a. “OA” is often pronounced into:
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/ou/ in the one syllable word ends with one or double consonants.
Ex:Coax/koukx/= ninh hoét
Goat/gout/=con dé

Loan/loun/= cho vay

But:Broad/br>:d/= rong rai

/2:/ when it stands in front of “R” letter.

Ex:Oar/2:/=méi chéo

Soar/sd:/=bay vut

Hoard/ha:/=tich trix

b. “O0” is often pronounced into /U/ or /u: / in the following words.

Ex:Book/buk/=quyén sach
Brook/bruk/=dong sudi nho
Look/luk/=nhin tréng
Cool/ku:l/=mat mé
Booby/bu:bi/=ngudi dan don

Bamboo/bem‘bu:/=cay tre

But: Blood/blad/=mau
Flood/fIad/= nudc lut

“O0” 1s pronounced into /Ud/ in the words which have their “R” ending .
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Ex: Boor/bua/=ngudi qué mua
Moor/mua/= dat hoang
Poor/pua/=nghéo
Spoor/spua/=diu chan tha
But:Door/d>:/=cira ra vao

Floor/flo:/= san nha

¢.”0OU” is often pronounced into:

/au/ in the following words:

Ex:Bound /baund/=gidi han

Cloud /klauvd/=may

Doubt/d aut/=su nghi ngd

Mouth /mau6/=miéngMountain/m autin/=ndi non
laval

Ex:Our /aua/= cta chung toi

Hour /aua/=gid

Flour/fl aua/=bot mi

Sour/s aua/=chua
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lual Ex: tour /tua/= chuyén di
Tourney/‘tuani/= cudc dau thuong trén ngwa
Gourmand/‘guamond/= ngudi sanh an

12:1 Ex: four/fa:/=s6 4

Pour/pd:/= d6 ra

Fought/fo:t/= da chién dau

Nought/nd:t/=s6 0

Ought/>:t/=phai nén
Jou/ Ex:Dough/dou/=tién bac

Mould/mould/=céi khuan

Soul/soul/=linh hon
Shoulder/foulda/=vai

A Ex:Rough/raf/=gd ghé
Touch/tatf/=cham
Enough/‘inAf/=du
Flourish/“fIArif/=phat dat
Country/kantri/=quéc gia

/Ul or Ju:/ Ex:Could/kud/=cé thé
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Would/wud/=sé&
Croup/kru:p/= bénh dau c6 hong

Troupe/tru:p/= ganh hat
Douche/du: [/=voi hoa sen

d. “OW?” is pronouced into:

Jaul Ex:Vow/vau/=16i thé
Plow/plav/= cai cay
Fowl/faul/=chim , ga, vit
Coward/‘kauad/=hen nhat

Drown /draun/=chét dudi

Jou/ Ex:Low/lou/=ha thip

Sow/sou/=reo

Crow/krou/=con qua

Narrow/‘naerou/= chat hep

2.5 How to pronounce “UI”.

a.”UI” 1s pronounced into [ai] in the words which have “UI”. + consonant+ E”.
Ex:Guide/gaid/=su huéng dan

Guile/gail/=syu xdo tra

Quite/kwait/=hoan toan

Require/‘rekwaia/=doi hoi

But:Quite/kwaiot/= yén tinh
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b.”UI” is also pronounced into/i/in the following words.
Ex:Build/bild/=xay dung
Guinea/‘gini/=ddng tién Anh(21 shilling)
Guitar/gita:/=dan ghita
But:Mosquito/md:s‘ki:tou/= con mudi
c.”UI” is pronounced into [ju:].
Ex:Suitable/‘sju:tobl/=thich hgp
Pursuit/pa‘sju :t/=su theo dudi
Tuition/“tju:Jn/= day hoc

d.”UI” 1s pronounced into [u:]
Ex:Bruise/bru:s/= vét thim tim
Fruit/fru:t/=trai cay

Cruiser/kru:sa/= tuan duong han
Ruin/‘ru:in/=su do nat

3. Triphthongs(/aua/,/oial,/aial,/eial ,/aUd/)

There is a general principle to pronounce a triphthong that is to pronounce a
triphthong in English we need to have a glide from one vowel (first vowel) to
another (second one) and then to a third , all are produced rapidly and without

interruption.

Ex: Flower/ ‘flaua/= bdng hoa
Employer/im‘ploio/= nguoi chu thué

Crier/‘kraio/= anh mo
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Sayer/‘seio/=nguodi ndi
Lower/‘loUa/= thap hon

I1- Principles of consonants pronunciation.

1.Single consonants:

1.1 How to pronounce “C”.

a. “C” 1s pronounced into {s} when it stands before “e”, “1”, & “y”

Ex:Cement/si‘ment/=xi mang

Century/‘sentfuri/= thé ki

Circle/*sakl/=vong tron

Cynic/‘sinik/= ngudi bi quan

But:Soccer/‘soka/= bong da

Sceptic/‘septik/= hoai nghi

b.”C” is pronounced into [k] when it stands in front of “a-0-u” and “-r”.
Ex:Cage/keid3/= cai 1ong

Cake/keik/= banh ngot

Combat/‘kAmbat/= cudc chién dau

Custom/‘kAstom/= phong tuc

Class/kla:s/= 16p hoc
Crowd/kraud/= ddm dong

Crude/kru:d/= tho so

bl

¢.”C” is pronounced into [] when it stands before “ia-ie-io-iw’
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Ex: Official/o*fifl /= chinh thirc
Ancient/“eifnt/=cd
Conscious/‘konfos/= hiéu biét
Spacious/‘speifas /= rong rai
Confucious/kon*fju:fos /= dtrc khong tir

But: Ocean/‘oufan/= dai duong

1.2 How to pronouce “G”.

bl

“G” 1s pronounced into [g] when it is in front of “a-0-u”.
Ex: Garbage/‘ga:bi d3/=nha dé xe
Luggage/‘legid3/= hanh ly

But: Goat/ d3eil/= nha tl

b. “G” is pronounced into [dg] when it stands before “e-i-y” and it is in the “ge” at

the end of the word.

Ex:

Gem/ d3em/= ngoc thach
Germ/ d3o:m/=vi trung
Ginger/‘d3in d3a/=glng

Gigolo/ d3I‘goulou/=ma cb

But: Get/get/=c0
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Giggle/‘gigl//= cuoi khic khich
Geisha/‘geifa/= vii nit Nhat Ban
Geese/gi:s/= con ngdng( s6 nhiéu)

1.3 How to pronounce “S”

a. “S” is pronounced into [s]

* when it is at the beginning of the word.
Ex:Sad/s®d/= budn rau

Sing/sin/= héat

Spearker/ spi:ka/= dién giai

But: Sure/fua/= chic chin
Sugar/‘sugo/=duong an

*when it is contained in one word and it isn’t stayed between 2 vowels.
Ex:Haste/heist/= vi vang

Describe/dis‘kraib/= mo ta

Insult/in‘sAlt/= lang ma

But:Cosmic/kdzmik/= thudc vé mat troi
Cosmopolitan/kazma*“paliton/= c6 tinh qudc té
Dessert/di‘zo:t/= mén trang miéng

Scissors/‘sizoz/= céai kéo

*when it is at the end of word and stands behind “f-k-p-t-gh”.

Ex: Stuffs/stafs/=vat liéu
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Books/buks/= nhiing quyén sach
Coughs/kofs/= tiéng ho
Laughs/laf/= tiéng cudi

b.“S” is pronounced into[z]:

*when it is in the inside of word and stands between 2 vowels except for “u-ia-io”

vowels.
Ex:Nose/nouz/= cai miii
Noise/noiz/= tiéng 6n

Season/‘si:zn/=mua
Result/ri‘zAlt/=két qua

But:Base/beis/=nén ting
Case/keis/= truong hop
Basin/‘beisn/= chiu rira mat
Loose/lu:s/= noi ra

*when it is in the end of the syllable and is behind a vowel ( except for “u”) or is

behind a consonant ( except for “f-k-p-t-gh”)
Ex: As/@z/= nhu 1a, boi vi

Is/iz/= thi hién tai ctia tobe

Coins/koinz/= d6ng tién xu

Windows/‘windouz/=ctra s0
But:Us/As/= chlng t0i

Bus/bAs/= xe buyt
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Isthmus/“ismos/= eo dat
Christmas/‘kristmas/= 1& giang sinh

c.”S” is pronounced into [] when it goes behind a vowel and stand before “u-ia=i10”.
Ex:Usual/‘ju: 32l/= thong thuong

Pleasure/‘plego/=su vui vé

Measure /*‘me3o/= su do luong

Asia/ eidivizo/= Chau A

Invasion/in‘veizon/= su xam chiém

d.“S” is pronounced into [] when it is behind a consonant and is before “u-ia-i0”.
Ex:Ensure/in‘ fua/= ¢am bao

Insure/‘infa/= bao hiém

Pressure/‘prefa/= stic ép

Mission/mifon/= sir ménh

Tension/“tenfon/= sy cing thang

1.4 How to pronounce “T”.
a. “T” is often pronounced into [t] in almost the popular words.

Ex: Take/teik/= cam lay
Talk/ta:1k/=noi chuyén
Talented/“teelontid/= c0 tai
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Altitude/ eltitju:d/= d6 cao

b.”T” is pronounced into [] when it is in the inside of the word and stands before

“fa-i0”.

Ex:Militia/milifo/= dan quéan
Initial/‘ini[1/= phan dau
Potential/‘paten[1/= tiém ning
Patio/‘peifou/= san sau
But:Celestial/‘silestiol/= thudc mat troi

Question/kwes[an/= cau hoi

c.”T” is pronounced into [] when it is in the inside of the word and goes before “ur

+ vowel”.
Ex:Century/‘sentfuri/= thé ki
Natural/‘natforo/= ban chat
Culture/‘kaltfa/= van hoa
Picture/*piktfa/= burc tranh

But:Rightiuos/‘raifos/= dung dan
2. Double consonants:

2.1 How to pronounce “CH”.

a. “CH” is often pronounced into [] in almost popular words.

Ex:Chalk/t[2:k =phan viét
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Cheer/tfia/= hoan ho
Chat/tfat/= tan gau

Choose/tu:zf/= lya chon

“CH?” is also pronounced into [k] in some particular words.

Ex: Chaos/keias/= su roi loan

Chord/k>:d/= day cung

Choir/kaia/= ban hop ca

Scheme/ski:m/= ké hoach

Chemistry/‘kemistri/= hoa hoc

Monarchy/‘manaki/= nuéc quan chii chuyén ché

Cholera/‘kalara/=bénh dich ta

c.”CH” is pronounced into /f/ in the words which come from French literature.
Ex: Chic/[ik/= hop mbt

Chute/fu:t/= thac nudc

Machine/‘mafin/= may méc

Charlatan/‘[a:loton/= thay lang bam

2.2 How to pronounce “SH”.

“SH” is always pronounced into /[/ in all cases.
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Ex:Shake/[eik/= lac, rii
Shall/[al/= s&, phai
Sharp/fa:p/= sic
Shop/[>p/= cira tiém

Mushroom/‘mAfrum/= nim

2.3 How to pronounce “TH”

“TH” is pronounced into /0/

Ex: This, these /dis, 8i:z/ = cai nay, nhirng cai nay
Though/8ou/= dau cho

Gather/‘ga&eda/= tu hop

Weather/‘wedo/= thoi tiét

Clothes/*kloudz/= quan 4o

“TH” is pronounced into /6/.

Ex:Think/0ink/= suy nghi

Thirty/*6a:ti/= ba muoi

Through/0ru:/= xuyén qua

Length/len®/= chiéu dai

3. Silent consonants:

3.1SilentB

“B” is a silent letter if it is before “T” and is behind “M”

EX: Debt/det/= mon no
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Subtle/*satl/= tinh vi

Numb/nAm/= té cong
Limb/lim/= chén tay
Thumb/6Am/= ngon tay cai
3.2 Silent G.

“G” is a silent letter if “G” is in the beginning of the word and it is before “N”.

Ex:Gnarl/na:l/= mau
Gnash/nz [/= nghién ring

Gnaw/n2:/= dong vat gam nham

Gnu/nu:/= linh duong dau bo

“G” 1sn’t pronounced if it is at the end of the word and it is before “M” ,”N”".
Ex:Sign/sain/= ki tén

Campaign/‘keempein/= chién dich

Foreign/‘farin/= nudc ngoai

Diaphram/‘daiofreem/= mang nhi

3.3 Silent GH.

“GH” isn’t pronounced if it is at the end of the word or it is front of “T”.
Ex:Nigh/nai/= gan

Night/nait/= dém

Sign/sai/= tho dai

Flight/flait/= chuyén bay
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3.4 Silent H

“H’” is a silent letter when it is at the initial of the word and it is behind “G”.
Ex:Ghetto/getou/= khu nguoi do thai

Ghost/goust/= bong ma

Ghoul/gu:l/= ma ca rong

“H” 1is also not pronounced when it is in the first of the word and it is behind “R”.
Ex:Rhetoric/‘retorik/= thuat hung bién

Rhinoceros/‘rainasaras/= con té giac

Rhyme/raim/= van tho

Rythm/ridm/= nhip diéu

“H” 1sn’t pronouced when it is in the beginning of the word and is behind “EX”.

Ex: Exhaust/ig‘za:st/= mét i

Exhibit/igzibit/= trién 1am

Exhilarant/ig*zilorent/= diéu vui vé

Exhauster/ig‘zd:sta/= may hut gio

“H” 1sn’t pronouced when it is stands at the end of the word.
Ex:Ah/a:/= 0i chao

Verandah/va‘renda/= hang hién

Besides, “H” isn’t pronounced in some following words:
Ex: Heir/3a/= nguoi thira ké
Heirdom/*3adom/=tinh trang ké thira
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Heirship /*30fip/= tu cach ké thira

3.5 Silent K.

“K” is n’t pronounced when it is in the beginning of the word and before “N”.
Ex:Knee/ni:/= dau gbi

Knit/nit/= dan

Know/nou/= biét

Knock/ndk/= cu da

3.6 Silent L.

“L” 1s pronounced when it is after “A”, before “F”,”K” or “M”.

Ex:Walk/w>:k/= di dao

Calm/keem/= yén tinh
Almond/‘a:mond/= qua hanh
Alms- house/‘a:mz hous/= nha té ban

“L” 1s also not pronounced when it is before “D”.

Ex:Could/kud/= qua khtr cua can

Should/fud/= qua khtr cta shall

Would/wud/= qua khtr ciia will
3.7 Silent M.

“M” isn’t pronounced when it is before “N” and is in the beginning of the word.
Ex:Mnemonic/ni‘mdnik/= gitp tri nhd

Mnemonics/ni‘mdoniks/= thuat nhé
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3.8 Silent N.

“N” 1sn’t pronounced, when it is after “M” and is at the beginning of the word.

Ex:Autumn/¢2:tam/= mua thu

Condemn/ kon‘dem/= két 4n

Column/*kalam/= c6t bao

3.9 Silent P.

“P” 1sn’t pronounced when it is in the first of the word and is before “N”.
Ex:Pneumatic/‘nju:maetik/= thudc khi
Pneumatics/‘nju:meetiks/= khi luc hoc
Pneumonic/*nju:mounik/= thudc vién phoi

“P” 1sn’t pronounced,when it stands in front of “S”.
Ex:Psalm/sa:m/= bai thanh ca

Psyche/‘saiki:/= linh hon

Psychology/sai‘kdlod3i/= tam li hoc

“P” 1sn’t pronounced when it is before “T”
Ex:Receipt/ri‘si:t/=to bién lai

Empty/‘emti/= trong rong

Ptisan/ ti‘zeen/= nudc gao rang

3.10 Silent S

“S” 1sn’t pronounced in the following words:

Ex:Corps/kd:p/= quan doan
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Island/“ailond/= hon dao

Aisle/ail/= canh bén

3.11 Silent T

“T” isn’t pronounced when it is formed into “STEN” at the end of the word.
Ex:Fasten/‘fa:sn/= budc chat

Hasten/heisn/= thic giuc

Listen/‘lisn/= nghe

“T” isn’t pronounced when it is also formed into “STL” at the end of the word.
Ex:Castle/ka:sl/= lau dai

Apostle/o‘pasl/= st d6

Whistle/*hwisl/= huyt sao

“T” isn’t pronounced in the 2 following words:

Ex:Christmas/‘krismas/= 1& giang sinh

Often/*2fn/= thuong xuyén

3.12 Silent U

“U” 1sn’t pronounced when it is before “A”, “E”, “I”” or “Y” and after “G”.
Ex:Guard/ga:d/= canh gac

Guarantee/‘gaeronti:/=bao dam

Conquer/‘kagka/= chinh phuc

League/lig/= d6ng minh

Epilogue/‘epildog/= su mét nhoc
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Guilty/“gilti/= c6 toi

Circuit/‘sakit/= chu vi

Guerilla/‘garilo/= di kich

3.13 Silent |

“I”” is n’t pronounced when it is after “U”.
Ex:Juice/d3u:s/= nudc ép trai cay

Suit/su:t/= bd quan 40

Bruise/bru:z/= lam thdm tim

3.14 Silent W

“W” isn’t pronounced when it is before “R” & is at the beginning of the word.
Ex:Wrap/reep/= khan choang

Wreck/rek/= 1am hong

Write/rait/= viét

Wrinkle/*rinkl/= vét nhan

“W” isn’t pronounced in the following words:

Ex: Answer/‘a:nsa/= tra 101

Sword/sw2:d/= guom

Whole/houl/= toan thé
Awe/d:/=lam s¢ hai

Awn/2:n/=rau ¢ dau hay thoc
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3.15 Silent R

“R” 1s n’t pronounced when it is between a vowel & a consonant.
Ex:Arm/a:m/= canh tay

Farm/fa:m/= nong trai

Dark/da:k/= tbi
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CHAPTER I11: FINDINGS AND IMPLICATION

1. FINDINGS
1.1 Some findings on spelling some vowels in English.
Vowel /1'/

/i:/ is one of the most common vowel in English. It is usually spelled <i> +
consonant(followed by one or more consonant) In stressed syllables of academic

words it may be spelled<y> +consonant.
Ex: <i:sit, this, pick

<y>: syllables, system, physics

Vowel /i:/

/i:/ is usually spelled <ee>, <ea>, <e> alone (followed by a consonant and
silent<e> .In unstressed syllables at the end of a word , it is often spelled <y> or

<ey>.

Ex: <ee>: see, week, cheese

<ea>: tea, each , leave

<e>: we, these, complete

<y> : baby, happy, money

Sometimes /i:/ is spelled <ie> or less commonly <ei>
Ex: <ie>: believe, piece, field

<ei>: receive, ceiling, leisure

Like all vowels /i/ is longer when it is followed by a voiced consonant such as

/bl, [d/, Ig/, Ivl, Iz/, dI than by a voiceless consonant.

Ex: /i/ becomes short
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They always hit them
| know they are rich
Ex: /il becomes longer
They always hid them
| know their ridge
Vowel /ee/
In many American accents, particularly in East Coast cities,/ &/ sounds more

like/3a/ or /ea/ before certain consonants. This occurs in some very common words

such as: ham, man, can’t, bad, class...
Vowel/a/

/ol (schwa) is one of the most common vowels in English. In stressed syllables,
it is usually spelled <u> + consonants(s) but id some very common words it

may be spelled <o> +consonant, <o0> +consonant+ e or <00> + consonant.
Ex: <u : but, jump, study

<0>: won, some, of

<0ou> : young, country, cousin

In unstressed syllables, /o/ may be spelled <a> , <0>, <e> or <u> . It can also
have other spellings since may be vowels in unstressed syllables are reduced to
/al.

Ex: <a>: about, agree, America
<0>: occur, today, photograph
<e>: violent, believe, problem

<u>: instrument, unhappy, success
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Vowel /u/ & /u:/

/ol is only found in a relatively small number of words. It is spelled <u> +

consonant(s) or <0o0> + consonant.
Ex: <u>: put, push, full

<00> : good, foot, book

/0l is spelled <oul> in 3 very common words (<I> is silent).

Ex: could, would, should

/u:fis spelled <ou> ,<ew>, <0> alone or <0> + consonant + e.
Ex: <ou>: you, soup, group

<ew> : new, threw, sewer

<0>: do, who, lose, move

1.2 Some findings on spelling some consonants in English.
Simplification of consonant group:

We are already learned that some groups of 3 consonants at the end of words can

be can be simplified by omitting the middle consonant.
Ex: handsome, sandwich, government, raspberry

In fast speech, final /t/ & /d/ are often very reduced or omitted in groups of 3 (or
more) consonants across common boundaries. This is especially common in words

whose base form ends in /d/ or /t/ but sometimes even the /ed/ending.
Ex: Left, told, keep, worst, first, next, milked, filmed...
Omission of /t/after/n/.

In fast speech,/t/ is often omitted after /n/ in unstressed syllables of common words

& place names. This is especially common in Canada & the mid west.
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Ex: twenty, plenty, quality, advantage, county...
Palatalization across word boundaries :
Palatalization occurs when /s/, /z/, It/, /d/ combines with a following /i:/ or ly/ to

produce /[/,/3/,/tflor /d3/

Ex: [s+fl=> [ [z+[=>]
A nice shop pleasure show (me)

In fast speech , palatalization occurs across boundaries within phrases, particularly
with auxiliary verbs & the common words “you” & “your” sounds the same as

29 13 29 <6

“seizure” , “ate your” sounds like “nature”, “made your” sounds like “major” etc.
2. IMPLICATION

Learning a new foreign language needs a lot of time and good method because it is
not easy for anyone to learn. Moreover, English Alphabets & Vietnamese’s are also
not the same. So, this causes quite a lot of difficulties for learners in the studying
process. In fact, some vowels and consonants in English are completely different

from them in Vietnamese both their spelling and writing .For example, vowels like

Il lizl, lul etc or consonants like /0/,/0 //tflor /d3/ etc .These sounds make

Vietnamese learners feel really problematic to pronounce them. Besides, the
differences of word and sentence structure in English are also not the same as
Vietnamese. For example, in English speech, English people often pronounce each
word ‘s ending sound like /t/, /d/, /s/ or having sounds liking in a sentence between

a word ends with a consonant and another begins with a vowel .
like: set up, come _in, shut up,stand up...

But in Vietnamese language, we can’t have sound liking like: That 4o (no liking
between /t/ & /a/).
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Therefore, in order to have a best English pronunciation Teachers as well as
learners should have a certain knowledge and consciousness about English vowels
and consonants’ pronunciation because applying those principles to pronouncing
English properly like English speakers that are a very important thing in learning
English. It is a reason that English learners need being patient on practicing
speaking English everyday. For example, Teachers can design teaching programs
for learners specifically and choosing a best pronouncing books which can help
learners remember English alphabets more easily and pronounce it more exactly
especially pronunciation teaching program at the University which should be taught
continuously through students’ four school years and study more thoroughly about
English pronunciation in order to help them have speaking it more properly and
that is also one of the main aims of learning English to server the best for theirs
after communication. However, each learner has different learning methods for
their pronouncing practices but in my opinion, learners should be hard-working on
the principles of sounds pronunciation in English and listen to English DVDs /CDs
everyday as well as reading more and more English magazines & books to collect
new words as far as possible to serve for their English pronunciation. Besides, since
the beginning days of learning English, learners should pay much attention to
looking for English new words “transcription” in dictionary & learn writing and
spelling English alphabets carefully because those things are very necessary &

important to help their English pronunciation become better & more exactly.

In short, each learner has to choose for himself one best suitable method and being
patient on practicing them everyday. Especially, they need study the pronouncing
articulators carefully and learning by heart all the principles of sounds
pronunciation to pronounce English words more correctly. If they can do so, it is

certain that their English speaking will become much better and better day by day.
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PART I11: CONCLUSION

Learning a new language is not an easy task for anyone especially that is not their
mother tongue language which they are still speaking everyday. So, learning a new
foreign language also needs spending much time as well as has to find out the most
suitable method for each person. Because the differences between English and
Vietnamese language so learners will meet many difficulties in spelling and
grammar due to the formation of English words or English sentence which have
distinctive differences. Moreover, vowels and consonants in English have

variations and differently spelling principles.

Therefore, the research paper “A study on the sounds of vowels and consonants in
English” introduces some main principles in pronouncing English. This study is
fulfilled due to the information collected from different resources to give clear &
detailed principles of sound pronunciation. Hoping that can help learners in the

process of learning English.

It is obviously that my study will remain certain limit due to my limited time &
knowledge. So, | sincerely desire for valuable contribution from my teacher, my
friends to make this study more perfect. Therefore, any remark and criticism
contributed to the study will highly appreciated. Hoping that learners will find

many useful things on this research paper to learn English better and better.
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EXCERCISES:

Exercises 1. Reading the following sentences and make sure pronouncing the

underlined vowels in each sentence differently.
1. Birds don’t have beards.

2. Did you hear what | heard?

3. She spent her earnings on new earrings.

4. | see fresh deer tracts in the dirt.

5. He fears being first.

6. Where were you last night?

7. Her hair was a mess.

8. People suffer many perils diving for pearls.
9. Warm air covered the earth.

10. Last term was terrible.

Exercise 2: Read and circle the word that doesn’t thyme as the remains.
(@ () () () symbol
Example: bead feed need bread —  ---------
1. teen mean thin scene @ ----———--
2. true knew zoo do = ---mmm-e--
3. food would good should — -----------
4. done gone son fun = --ememmee-
5. no sew toe row = --mmmmmeee-

6. heard board third word =  --——mmeemm--



7. much such  touch couch

8. lined find

friend signed

9. loan phone tone none

10. stays raise weighs keys

Exercise 3. Writing the following words using the phonetics alphabet .Then,

practice reading them.

Example: fine
1. boat

2. Ring

3. Sheep

4. Think

5. Children

[fain/

6. Edge
7. Noise
8. pleasure
9. Chew

10. Hot

Exercise 4: Practicing going smoothly and continuously from one place of

articulation to another in the following phrases.

1. [fl+/s/

a. laughs a lot
b. enough sun
c. rough sea
d. eats fish

e. a nice fit

5. /+lz, s/

2. Ifl +10, 6/

a. math final
b. fifth floor

c. tough things
d. cough then

e. breathe freely

6./0/+/z, s/
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3.10/ +1s, z/ 4. vl +/6, o/
a. health service a. live there
b. tenth season b. love them
c. south central c. of the

d. says things d.givethanks
e. the girl thinks e.bothvoices

7.101+10, 0/ 8./v/+/z] +1d/
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a. themselves a. sees them

b. leave silently  b. plays those
c. sees very well  c. knows the

d. is vacant d. likes that

a. both shoes a.loves them

b. fourth shot b. lives there
c. wash them c. arrives then

d. wish that d.saves these.

Exercise 5: Read the following words for consonants and write down the phonetic

symbols for consonants that you are having producing.

/p/ pan, played, cap, rope, open

/b/ ban, blade, cab, rob, rubber, baby
It/ tan, try, bat, night, cigarette, crystal
/d/ dan, dry, bad, made, ladder, handle
/k/ can, king, cream, back, take, occur
/g/ go, green, bag, struggle, finger,

/] fan, leaf, effort, off, enough

Ivl van, voice, leave, develop, every
I/ thin, three, breathe, month, south

/s/ sin, bus, glass, this, place

/z/ zoo, buzz, these, diseases, easy

/[] shoe, she, wish, fashion, tradition

/d3/ measure, casual, seizure, garage

/tf/ chew, which, watch, achieve, nature

/d3/ juice, major, adjust, injure, edge
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/m/ make, some, simmer, smile, socialism
In/ no, son, sinner, knock, know, snack
Im/ sung, tongue, singer, belonging, think
/Il low, pilot, hello, tall, fly, cloud

It/ row, pirate, hurry, fry, crowd

/w/ woman, away, what, quite, suite

Iyl yes, beyond, Europe, music, few

/h/ how, behave, hotel, hold, inherit.
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