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ABSTRACT

The purpose of learning a lexical collocation is to enrich vocabulary and to learn
English better. So, we have to take the context into consideration in which a
collocation is used to guess the meaning of a lexical collocation and use them
correctly. In this research, the researcher focused on ™ A study on the first year
English majors’ difficulties in learning lexical collocations at Hai Phong
Management and Technology University ". The subjects of this study were the
first-year English major students from Hai Phong University of Management and
Technology. The researcher used the main data collection instrument is a
questionnaire to find out the difficulties of learning English collocations, which
will help the first year English majors students find the right method to improve

their vocabulary.
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PART I: INTRODUCTION
1. Rationale of the study

Nowadays, with the development of the international relationship among
countries, learning English is playing a more and more important role in the world.
People use English for communication and discussion in world forums and in
different aspects of life. In Vietnam, English is also very essential for work place.
Thus, learning English has become more important than ever.

However, there are still some problems today about the learning English,
particularly at Hai Phong Management and Technology University, there is a fact
that the English Majors at Hai Phong Management and Technology University,
especially the first year English majors at Hai Phong Management and
Technology University are not active in learning. Furthermore, they feel reluctant
to get involved in English lessons. Therefore, their English ability is often low
and very few of them can communicate in English fluently, write or read in
English well. One of the major reasons is the lack of vocabulary. It is known that
collocation is one of the most problematic areas in second language learning and
it seems that if one wants to improve his/her communication in another language,
the collocational competence should be improved. Furthermore, students often
have a problem combining words together. Foreign language students struggle
more with making their speaking sound natural. This may be due to their
ignorance of collocations and the interference of the mother tongue or even the
second language.

Obviously, it is high time teachers chose the appropriate method to solve
the problem. This study will focus on finding out the difficulties students often
deal with during the time they learn English collocations and then the researcher
will suggest some ways of learning collocations which help students enhance their
English collocations. Therefore, the researcher has decided to this study with the
title: “A study on the first year English majors’ difficulties in learning lexical
collocations at Hai Phong Management and Technology University” with the
hope of expanding students' knowledge of words and increasing their accuracy
and fluency in English language.



2. Aims of the study

The aim of this study is to find out the difficulties students often deal with
during the time they learn English collocations and give them suggestions for
better ways of learning lexical collocations. The researcher wants to change the
students’ attitude on speaking English and let them find English speaking more
interesting, especially learning collocation. The expectation is that the first year
English majors at Hai Phong Management and Technology University can
consider learning English collocations and speaking English as their favorite
activities.
o Finding out the difficulties in learning English collocations made by first
year at Hai Phong Management and Technology University.
o Finding some suggested ways and effective solutions to learn Collocation
for the first year English major at Hai Phong Management and Technology
University.
3. Scope of the study

The present study focuses on finding out the difficulties students often deal
with during the time they learn English collocation. In fact, there are various
aspects of studying English collocations. It requires much of time and effort.
However, due to the limitation of time, resources and knowledge of mine as well
as some other conditions, this study was carried out to find out the reality of
teaching and learning English collocations for the first year English majors and to
find out the difficulties students often deals with during the time they learn
English collocations as well as offering some learning methods to help the English
majors enhance their English collocations. Thus, the results of this study is limited
only to those students participating in this study and these findings may impact
the generalization to the larger population of all students and they can also be the
references for anyone who wants to know more about English collocations.
Once this survey is completed, we will have a better understanding of the causes
of the difficulties in learning collocations at Hai Phong Management and
Technology University. And how does the effective method to learn Collocation
that I give help them?

4, Method of the study
The research is carried out on the basis of quantitative research methods

including questionnaires designed as a means to make the researcher’s survey
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more objective. In reseach, the questionnaire is used as a primary tool to collect
the required quantitative data as it is considered an easy tool to summarize,
analyze, report the collected data and find out the cause and give you a solution.

To complete this study, a variety of methods have been employed:

- Concerned materials including reference books on teaching methodology have
been carefully studied and analyzed.

- A survey questionnaire was conducted to the first year English majors at Hai
Phong Management and Technology University to gather information and
evidence for the study.

All the comments, remarks, recommendations and conclusions provided in
the study were based on the data analysis of the study. In addition, the information
needed for the study was collected through other methods such as informal
interviews and discussions with teachers for students at Hai Phong Management
and Technology University.

5. Design of the study

This research comprises three parts:

Part I: Introduction, includes the rationale for the study. It also includes the aims
of the study, the research questions, the scope of the study. Next, the design of the
study is also presented.

Part 11: The Development: consists of three chapters:

Chapter 1: Literature review: presents a review of related literature that
provides the definition of collocations, the importance of collocations in context,
classification of collocations. Furthermore, approaches to collocations are also stated.

Chapter 2: The study on learning English collocations: focuses on difficulties
students often deal with during the time they learn English collocations, the survey
in which the objectives of the survey, the subjects, and the methods of the study
are studied. Chapter 2 also studies the findings and data analysis, the findings and
discussion of the findings, as well as the recommendations for improving
students’ learning English collocation.

Chapter 3: Some suggested ways to learn collocations for the first year
English majors at Hai Phong Management and Technology University.



Research subjects: English majors at Hai Phong University of Management and
Technology.

Part I11: Conclusions: in the difficulties of learning collocations are made; some
limitations and suggestions for further research are stated. The last are references,
the appendixes that include all the documents relating to the study.



PART II: DEVELOPMENT
CHAPTER 1: THEORETICAL BACKGROUND
1. Definition of Collocations

Collocation is a way of combining words together to form phrases
according to the habits of native speakers and it will help our speaking and writing
become more natural, more like native speakers. The origin of the term
collocation is the Latin verb collocate, which means to set in order/to arrange. The
word collocation itself can be traced as far back as the 17th century when it was
used by Francis Bacon in his Natural History from 1627, but not as a linguistic
term.

However, Palmer, H. (1933; 1938) was perhaps the first linguist to draw
attention to the special significance of collocation in verbal communication. He
used it to donate "units of words that are more than single words". Instead of
sufficing with referring to the importance of ‘grammar’ in learning a language,
Palmer (ibid.) sees that every word has its own grammar. In fact, it is true that
“The polysemy of the word is disambiguated by the representation of its
collocates ”According to Lewis (1997: 8), collocation is defined as “the readily
observable phenomenon whereby certain words co-occur in natural text with
greater than random frequency”.

Benson, Benson, and llson (1986) categorized collocations into two major
groups: Lexical collocations, and grammatical collocations. Lexical collocations
do not contain prepositions, infinitives, or relative clauses, but consist of various
combinations of nouns, adjectives, verbs and adverbs. Grammatical collocations
consist of the main word (a noun, an adjective, a verb) with a preposition. So, the
first six above categories are usually called lexical collocations and the other four
are grammatical collocations. Collocation is a group of words that are connected
together in the correct order and always appear together when talking about
something. We cannot randomly combine words together; they must be combined
so that they are natural, in the right sequence, and combined according to the habit
of using the language of native speakers.

The definition of collocation is not a matter of serious controversy.
According to Palmer (1976:94), he argued that "you shall know a word by the
company it keeps," and he gave the example of the company of the English word
"ass," which occurred in a limited set of contexts and in the company of a limited



set of adjectives silly, obstinate, stupid, and awful. In an article on modes of
meaning published back in 1951, firth introduced his often-quoted definition of
collocation as "the company words keep." he maintains that "meaning by
collocation is an abstraction at the syntagmatic level and is not directly concerned
with the conceptual or idea approach to the meaning of words." he gives the
example of the word night where one of its meanings involves its collocability
with dark. In discussing seven differentiated types of meanings, Leech (1974:20)
discusses what he calls "collocative meaning" which "consists of the associations
a word acquires on account of the meaning of words which tend to occur in its
environment." this definition is almost a replica of firth's definition and instead of
"ass," leech gives the examples of pretty and handsome and the collocates of each.
The words pretty and handsome share the common general meaning of "good-
looking," but they are distinguished by the range of nouns with which they are
likely to co-occur. He also gives the example of “quasi-synonymous" verbs like
wander-stroll, and tremble-quiver, where each keeps a different company from
the other. Benson, Benson, and Wilson (1986) try to develop criteria for defining
collocations. They proposed the dual criteria of relative fixedness and non-
idiomaticity and they use recurrent combinations and fixed combinations for
collocations.
2. The Importance of Collocations

Learners should know importance of collocations for the language
acquisition and communicative competence. Despite the lack of a common
definition, the literature on collocations shows an agreement among researchers
and language pedagogies as to the importance of collocations for second/foreign
language learning. It has been suggested that an increase in the students’
knowledge of collocations will result in an improvement in their speaking skills,
listening comprehension, and reading speed (Brown, 1974: 1-11). Collocational
knowledge could also help students overcome problems of vocabulary usage and
style, while it has also been considered especially effective in sentence generation.
James Carl (1998) stated that using collocations correctly "contributes greatly to
one's idiomaticity and nativelikeness." Lewis stated that "fluency is based on the
acquisition of a large store of fixed or semi-fixed prefabricated items." Sonaiya
(1988) went even further, saying that "lexical errors are more serious because
effective communication depends on the choice of words." According to Applied



linguistics scholars, ‘A key element of natural fluency in English is mastery of
collocations in both their oral and written forms.” Collocations are a class of
idiomatic expressions, containing two or more words that commonly, and for
arbitrary reasons, occur together as a standard unit of meaning, such as ‘heavy
rain’ but not strong rain and ‘many thanks’ but not several thanks. Collocations
are important since they make the English language sound natural and native-like.
3. Classification of Collocations

A number of linguists have proposed certain criteria so far for
distinguishing different kinds of collocations. The current study has adopted
Benson, Benson, & Ilson (1997)’s collocation classification: lexical collocations
and grammatical collocations because the model provides a thorough explanation
of the classification criteria and easy-to-follow examples.

3.1 Lexical Collocation
3.1.1 Definition

A lexical collocation is a type of construction where a verb, noun, adjective
or adverb forms a predictable connection with another word. According to
Benson (1986) defined lexical collocations as phrases consisting of dominant
words (noun, adjective, verb and a preposition). Noun is a word to state a person,
place, things, or ideas. They are in contrast to grammatical collocations, and
normally do not contain prepositions, infinitives, or clauses.

3.1.2 Common lexical collocations
a. Type 1 (Adjective + Noun)

The adjective is a word which describes or modifies a noun or pronoun.
Beautiful girl, Handsome boy, Good job, Sweet orange, Heavy smoker, Curry
favor, High probability, Stale food, Tall body, American people, hard life, hard
time,

Example : He has been a heavy smoker and drinker all his adult life. They have
a hard life and worked for a hard time. We don’t have hard evidence that they
had used hard drugs.

b. Type 2 (Verb + Noun)

This lexical collocation combination is called EN (eradication and or
nullification) collocation. For example: reject an appeal, revoke a license, annual
a marriage, and with draw an offer.



Some verbs denoting similar meaning and that can be used with large
number nouns are considered as free combination. For example: the verb destroy
can combine with almost any nouns denoting physical objects: village, school,
document, etc.

c. Type 3 ( Noun + Verb)

The verb names an action characteristic of the person/things designated by
the noun.

Example: lions roar, cooks crow, bees’ sting, baby sucks, hens hats, ball rolls.
d. Type 4 (Adverb + Adjective)
These are examples of adverbs modifying adjectives :

- Absolutely wrong ——  That is absolutely wrong opinion.
- Completely disappointed — She looks completely disappointed.
- Extremely difficult ——  The text was extremely difficult.

e. Type 5 (Verb + Adverb)
There are examples of verb and adverb collocation :

- She dresses beautifully

- He drives dangerously

- Thoroughly disapprove

- Fully understand
f. Type 6 ( Noun + Noun)

Noun and noun collocation is a kind of word combination that sound nature

to native speakers. The phrase “food stamp” does not sound natural for people
who speak English all theist love. The correct one will be “food coupon”

- World capital - Blood vessel

- Ticket seller - Animal fat

- Food chain - Life cycle

- Food coupon - Research project

(https://tinyurl.com/2q5bfts4)

3.2 Grammatical collocations
3.2.1 Definition

Grammatical collocations refer to combinations comprising a content word
and a function word, which is usually a preposition, as illustrated below:


https://tinyurl.com/2q5bfts4

3.2.2 Common grammatical collocation

According to Benson and llson (1986) in their introduction to their The BBI
Combinatory Dictionary of English grammatical collocations fall into the
following combinations: Noun + Preposition, Noun + To-Infinitive, Noun + That-
Clause, Preposition + Noun, Adjective + Preposition, Adjective+ To-Infinitive,
Adjective + That-Clause.

a. Type 1 (Noun + Preposition)

Not all noun + preposition combinations can be considered collocations due
to the highly predictable meaning of some prepositions, such as of and by. So,
noun + of/by combinations are considered free combinations. The following
phrases are examples of noun + preposition collocations:

- Anincrease in - Account for
- Ability in - Problem to
b. Type 2 (Verb + Preposition)
- Look For - Look Into - Agree With
- Look up - Look after - Belong to

C. Type 3 (Adjective + Preposition)

Some adjectives are followed by a prepositional phrase. The adjective +
preposition combination that is considered collocational is the one that occurs in
the predicate (verbless clause). However, the past participial adjective followed
by the preposition by is not considered collocational because this construction is
regular and predictable. For example:

- They are angry at the children.
- They are hungry for news.
d. Type 4 (Preposition + Noun)

Any combination of prepositions and nouns can fall into this category,
however, the choice of the preposition with a certain noun is not at random. For
example: by accident, in advance, in agony, etc.

- On purpose - On duty
- On foot - Under review
e. Type 5 (Noun + To + Infinitive)

There are five syntactic patterns in which Noun + To + Infinitive
construction is most frequently encountered:

- It was a pleasure ( a problem, a struggle) to do it.



- They had the foresight (instructions, an obligation, permission) to do it.

- They felt a compulsion (an impulse, a need) to do it.

- They made an attempt (an effort, a promise, a vow) to do it.

- He was a fool (a genius, an idiot) to do it.

f. Type 6 (Adjective + To + Infinitive)

These adjectives occur in two basic constructions with infinitives:

- Adjectives with dummy subject “It” such as It was necessary to work; also

possible It was necessary for him to work (the insertion of prepositional phrase)

- Adjectives with the real and animate subject, such as: She is ready to go; or

with the inanimate subjects, such as : It (the bomb) is designed to explode at

certain temperatures, or with either animate or inanimate subject: She was bound

to find out or It (the accident) was bound to happen.

g. Type 7 (Adjective + That clause)

Some adjectives can be followed by that clause. For example:

- She was afraid that she would fail her examination

Several adjectives followed by present subjunctive in formal English are

collocational, such as: It was imperative that we be there.
(https://tinyurl.com/2ht7tyob)

4 Mental Processes in understanding and Translating Collocations

The development of word lists based on frequency counts for English
directed the attention of teachers, practitioners and curriculum specialists alike to
the upper ends of these lists at the expense of the lower ends on the premise that
mastering the upper ends would be adequate for the development of a good
measure of proficiency in the language, and the upper end can be efficiently
exploited for learning the phonology and syntax of the language. This view of the
vocabulary, besides its notional inaccuracy from a statistical point of view as will
be shown in the next section, has led to learners' lexical deficiency and inability
to function in real-life situations. Judd (1978) rightly states that "upon leaving the
sheltered atmosphere of the classroom, students often find themselves at a literal
loss for words in the uncontrolled English speaking environment which they
encounter in the normal American university. He suggests that more emphasis
should be given to direct vocabulary teaching. This view is strongly supported by
Wilkins (1972) who firmly asserts that "...there is not much value either in being
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able to produce grammatical sentences if one has not got the vocabulary that is
needed to convey what one wishes to say.

It seems that the difficulty level of collocations depends largely on the use
of the primary and non-primary sense of the component words. Collocations in
which the words are used in their primary sense are easily understood and
translated. Many authors do not even consider them collocations (Newmark,
1988:149). Understanding and translating collocations becomes more and more
problematic when one or both of the component words depart from their primary
sense. The word which is used in its primary sense acts as a clue for the translator
to guess the meaning of the unknown or less transparent element, and
consequently plays a major role in helping the translator retrieve the word. In fact,
the word in the primary sense helps a translator form a mental image, and this
works as a context in which the less transparent word must be used. As a result,
the number of possible candidates to fill the slot or to be used as a collocate is
limited. Thus it may be claimed that the type of collocations in which no element
Is expressed in its primary sense will cause more problems for the translator than
other types of collocations in which the expected equivalent for one of the
elements is missing or is considered redundant, the translator will unconsciously
be inclined to include a word for the missing element. In processing collocations,
grammatical competence will not be of considerable help. Relations between
lexical items in a collocation, and also between collocations and their equivalents
are independent of grammatical considerations.

In the absence of bilingual dictionaries tailored to the needs of a translator,
and without proper exercises on dealing with collocations, the learner/translator
can only rely on contextual clues and his competence to solve problems.

5 Definition plus Collocation in Vocabulary Teaching and Learning

Definition and collocation are both important in vocabulary learning and
teaching. The definition is concerned with establishing a single word's meaning,
whereas collocation takes definition for granted and is concerned with the words
that typically appear with any particular word: the verbs that might occur with a
noun, for example. Such collocational information often enables a word to be used.
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5.1. Statements

When our focus is on definition, we might explain a noun like a dream as
follows: "A dream is like a film in your head that you sometimes have when you
are asleep.”

When learners hear a statement based on definition, their main purpose is
to decode the stream of words with the goal of matching an translation equivalent
to the new word in their minds. They are less likely to notice and retain a
collocating verb, and afterward, they are unlikely to come up with collocating
adjectives like bad or scary on their own, much less with an expression like,
"Sweet dreams!”

When our focus is on collocation, we might say something like the
following: "An important verb for the dream is "have". Two frequently appearing
modifiers for the dream are bad and recurrent, and two prepositions that often
occur with the dream are about and in: 'l had a dream about... and 'In my dream, |
was ..." In addition, dream can be used as a modifier in words like a dream catcher
and the dream diary. When we put a child to bed at night, we often say, 'Sweet
dreams!"

Both the definition and collocation have their limitations. A statement
based only on collocation might enable a student to say, "l had a bad dream," but
not know what they are saying. And a statement based solely on definition would
allow a student to match an translation to dream, but perhaps not be able to use it.
Definition plus collocation, on the other hand, makes for a complete statement
that allows for meaning and use.

5.2. Dictionaries

To find a word's definition, teachers and students can look it up in any
number of definition-based dictionaries. In addition, there are bilingual
dictionaries that provide translations, and picture dictionaries that supply pictures.
Bilingual electronic dictionaries exist that will not only provide a translation but
pronounce the word and save it for download to a computer later. Using such
resources, students can look up a word and find a definition, translation, or picture,
and even hear the word pronounced.

To find a word's collocates, teachers can look it up in dictionaries of
collocations such as the Dictionary of Selected Collocations (Hill and Lewis), or
the Oxford Collocations Dictionary (2002). And this is a very good thing because
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we are simply not very good at coming up with a word's collocates off the top of
our heads (Fox).
5.4 Explaining Words

When our focus is on the definition of single words, we commonly do
things like provide a picture of a word, bring realia to class to show students the
object itself, or mention a synonym, opposite, or superordinate (Gairns and
Redman). Or we might explain it by saying, "Best is the superlative of good." We
might ask students to learn "word families" like grow, growth, and grower in the
hope that this will spur rapid acquisition. (DeCarrico). When our emphasis is on
collocation, we immediately encounter some problems with the above practices.

At the end, chapter 1 showed about how many types collocations. This was
used to demanstrate the students that lexical collocation was important to be
taught or learnt at school. Moreover, as the previous explanation, actually
collocation or especially lexical collocation is important to increase students’
fluency in not only speaking, but also their listening and reading skills.
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CHAPTER 2. THE STUDY ON LEARNING COLLOCATIONS AT HAI
PHONG MANAGEMENT AND TECHNOLOGY UNIVERSITY.
. The reality of learning collocations at Hai Phong Management and
Technology University
1. The teaching staff

All of the teachers in the Department of Foreign Languages at Hai Phong
Management and Technology University are not just highly qualified, responsible,
and passionate. They also have a professional teaching style, are extremely
pleasant, and understand the students. Talking and sharing their experiences with
the students assist both professors and students to have a deeper understanding
and improve the quality of the lectures. Another important factor is the attendance
in English lessons of foreign lecturers. Students have the opportunity to practice
with native speakers in order to improve their English skills if they know how to
take advantage of these chances.

Through each class, teachers will have different teaching methods. That has
created a very high efficiency in learning, helping students easily absorb
knowledge and have all the expected learning results. Moreover, outside of class
time, lecturers are always ready to listen and answer all questions of students. This
has created a sustainable teaching staff, which is a place to put the trust of students,
especially the first year students, who are still surprised by a completely new
learning environment.

2. The researcher

I'm a final year student at Hai Phong University of Management and
Technology, having gone through a period of not knowing how to start studying
effectively, knowing that the first year English majors are also having many
concerns like me, so | have made this research to highlight the difficulties of first-
year students when learning English collocations and give them some suggested
ways to help improve learning English collocations.

3. The students

A total of 22 first-year English majors have been selected for this study.
Some of the evidence is unfortunately showing that many of the students who
have just finished high schools are really passive in their learning process. They
appear to be used to listening to the lectures and writing down what the teachers
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read aloud or copying what is written on the board. Particularly, for English
majors, a big number of them are really reluctant their learning English speaking
or paragraph writing proven by the fact that they only focus on trying to
understand words and grammar structures in the given textbook so they can only
write simple sentences and very few can speak English in the class. We know that
if students want to improve their grammar and vocabulary, they need to raise their
awareness of the importance of learning English collocation.

4, English teaching and learning conditions at Hai Phong Management
and Technology University

The conditions for teaching and learning English for teachers and students
are very good with modern facilities for students learning and teaching, each room
has a projector, air-conditioner or smart TV suitable for learning besides, clean
and spacious classrooms create a learning environment that arouses a passion for
learning, especially for first-year English majors at Hai Phong University of
Management Technology, who have just entered a new learning environment.

Moreover, teachers frequently hold English competitions to encourage
students to demonstrate their talents. Moreover, there are many useful activities
such as organizing some small festivals such as Christmas, Valentine’s... to play
together, exchange knowledge and relax. Sometimes, they have many chances to
talk and study with foreigners.

It can be claimed that the study circumstances are enough and convenient
for students to efficiently study English. These characteristics have a significant
impact on student's grades in general, and first-year English major students in
particular. Outside of class time, the teachers are always ready to provide
enthusiastic guidance and give the best advice to students, which helps to increase
the passion for learning.

Il.  The survey questionnaires.

The purpose of this part is to introduce the methods used in this study,
especially the survey questionnaire.
1.  Survey research

One of the most important methods used in survey research. The survey
research is defined clearly on the website is “Survey research is the collection of
data attained by asking individuals questions either in person, on paper, by phone
or online. Conducting surveys is one form of primary research, which is gathering
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data first-hand from its source. The information collected may also be accessed
subsequently by other parties in secondary research”.
1.1 The stages to conduct a survey.

In the progress of a survey, the researcher needs to make or specify to
determine, steps to progress the survey. These may include four steps consisting
of defining participants, organizing survey forms, methods of collecting data, and
data analysis.

a. Defining participants

The first step is to choose participants. They can be a group of people,
students, workers who know or work in the field carried out in this survey. And
in this survey, the objects are the first-year English major students at Hai Phong
Management and Technology University.

b. Organizing survey form

After deciding on participants for the survey, the researcher needs to
organize the survey form and what questions can be used in this survey. It means
questionnaire which is the most important part and method of collecting data.

c. Methods of collecting data

To collect data from the first-year English major students at Hai Phong
Management and Technology University, there are some choices including using
questionnaires, conducting interviews to observe directly, and recording to find
out the difficulties in learning Collocation.

d. Data analysis

Data analysis is defined as a process of cleaning, transforming, and modeling
data to discover useful information for business decision-making. The purpose of
data analysis is to extract useful information from data and take the decision based
upon the data analysis.
1.2 The design of the survey questionnaires

The questionnaires include 6 questions as follows:

Question 1 gives information on students’ English learning time. The author
wants to have a further understanding of students’ bonding time with English.
Based on this understanding, the author can get the right information about them.
Question 2 is about the time students spend learning English collocations. By
understanding exactly the time students spend on learning English collocations
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the author can help them to strengthen their passion for studying English
collocations.
Question 3 gets information on the difficulties in learning English collocations,
which is a very important information to the study.
Question 4 is about the ways of learning English collocations that students like
most. This can bring more specific information and help the researcher
understands more about the students.
Question 5 gets information on how students think about the importance of
English collocations. The researcher wants to know about students’ opinions on
this matter.
Question 6 the students’ expectation of learning English collocations which can
help teachers to satisfy their students’ requirements and make them love English
collocations more.
2. The data analysis
2.1. The result of the student’s English learning time

120%

100%
100%

80%
60%
40%

20%

0 0
0%
0-2 years 2-5 years More than 5 years

Chart 1: The students’ English learning time (Question 1)

Chart 1 shows that 100% of students responded that they had learned
English for more than 5 years which is quite a long time for each student and this
is proved that learning English has become a great concern for everyone and
attracts a great number of students. Moreover, it is a compulsory subject in most
schools from primary schools to universities as well. Thus, they are fully aware

17



of the fact that English is really important and necessary for them.
2.2. The result of the time students spend learning English collocations
every day.

50%

45.45%

45%
40%
35%
30% 27.27%
25%
20% 18.18%
15%
10% 9.09%

0%

Less than 30 minutes 30 minutes - 1 hour 1 hour - 2 hours More than 2 hours

Chart 2: The time students spend learning English collocations every day.
(Question 2)

The data from Chart 2 are expressed by the time students spend learning
English out of class. 45.45% of students learn English collocations for 30 minutes-
1 hour, which means they want to know more about English collocations; 27.27%
of them spend 1- 2 hours on it, which implies they are very hard-working and
want to be good at English collocations; only 18.18% students spend less than 30
minutes learning English and they cannot improve their collocations quickly. In
this table, it is easy to find a phenomenon that in this class, very few students (9.
09%) devote themselves to English collocations.
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2.3.  The result of the difficulties in learning English collocations.

o Students agreed Students disagreed
The difficulties in
learning English
: Students | Percentage | Students | Percentage
collocations
Many types of lexical
collocations 20 90.9% 2 9.1%
Difficult to remember
“Adjective + Noun” 8 36.36% 14 63.64%
Difficult to remember
“Adverb + Adjective” 13 59.1% 9 40.9 %
Difficult to remember
collocation
“Verb + Noun”
eg: collocation with 20 90.9% 2 9.1%
take, make, have,
catch...
The development of
English collocations 4 18.18% 18 81.81%
Negative transfer
from the mother 20 90.9% 2 9.1%
tongue
Learning method 13 59.1% 9 40.9 %
Other difficulties
11 50% 11 50%
“Noun + Noun”; ....

Table 3: The difficulties in learning English collocations. (Question 3)

Table 3 shows that there are many difficulties for students in learning
English collocations. According to survey data, 90.9% of students agreed that
there are 3 main difficulties in studying collocations as follows: many types of
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lexical collocations, collocations with “Verb + Noun” and the negative transfer
from the mother tongue. Besides, 59,1% found learning methods and collocations
with “Adverb + Adjective” difficult. However, not many of them found the
development of English collocations (18,18%) or collocations with “Adjective +
Noun” (36,36%) difficult. Moreover, half of the students who participated in the
survey agreed that learning collocation causes difficulties due to other difficulties
“Noun + Noun”; ....

2.4. The resultabout the ways of learning English collocations that students
like most.

40%

36.36%
35%
30%
25% 22.72%
20% 18.18%
15% 13.63%
10% 9.09%
5%
0%
Mind maps Stories Music and Songs Pictures Games

Chart 4: The ways of learning English collocations that students like most.
(Question 4)

Chart 4 shows that students like all 5 ways of learning collocation. Of all
methods, the method is learning collocations through mind maps accounting for
22.72%, this method stimulates the thinking system, and makes it easy for
students to remember. In addition, Learning Collocations through Music and
Songs accounted for 18.18% of the student’s interest, this method is quite
common. Besides, learning collocations through Stories accounts for only 09.09%,
this method requires learners to focus and have a passion for reading. The most
favorable method is learning collocations through games accounting for 36.36%
which shows games are a fun way to practise English, it can be a really motivating
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way to learn a language. Games are also great for children who are shy or worried
about making mistakes. It can give them an opportunity to communicate in
English in a safe and fun way.

2.5. The result from students’ perceived importance of learning English
collocations.

45%

40.90%

40% 36.36%

35%

30%

25%

20%

15% 13.64%

10% 9.10%
5% l
0%

Very important Important Normal Not important

Chart 5: Students’ perceived importance of learning English collocations.
(Question 5)

The information in Chart 5 shows that 40.9% of students think that learning
collocation is important, which proves that they are interested in collocation and
understand its essentials. Besides, 36.36% think that learning collocation is
normal, they don’t think that collocation is necessary for studying English. In
addition, 9.1% of students think that learning collocation is not important, which
shows that students are still indifferent to collocation, leading to low learning
outcomes and poor communication.
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2.6. The result from students’ expectations of learning English collocations.

50%
45.45%
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Chart 6: Students’ expectations oOf learning English collocations (Question 6)

Chart 6 shows that the number of students who study collocation mainly for
high scores is 45.45%, this shows that they only study English to get good marks,
not really love to improve collocations. However, 40.9% of students want to
enhance English collocations for good communication and 13.64% of them want
to learn English better with the use of collocations.

2  Findings and discussions of findings.

As the survey was answered by only 22 students, the result cannot reflect the
whole situation of learning English collocations at Hai Phong Management and
Technology University. However, it is partially useful for learning collocations.

All of the students (100%) have been learning English for over 5 years. This
IS an advantage because the time of learning is long enough for the students to
attain a certain level of English. Many of them (40.9%) admit the importance and
the necessity of learning English collocations. Moreover, they all think that
learning English collocations is an essential part of learning English, and learning
collocations is an indispensable part of learning a language. This means the
students are seriously learning English collocations with a full understanding of
their importance and necessity. However, many of them (90,9%) find English
collocations difficult, especially since there are various types of collocations,
collocations with “Verbs + Nouns”, the negative transfer from the mother tongue.
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In addition, 59,1% found learning methods and collocations with “Adverb +
Adjective” difficult. Besides, studying English collocations through games helps
them obtain knowledge more rapidly. The result of the questionnaire shows that
when we find out the difficulties of learning collocations, students will have more
chances to learn English collocations better.

Chapter 2 focuses on difficulties students often deal with during the time
they learn English collocations, the survey in which the objectives of the survey,
the subjects, and the methods of the study are studied. Chapter 2 also studies the
findings and data analysis, the findings and discussion of the findings, as well as
the recommendations for improving students’ learning English collocation.
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CHAPTER 3: SOME SUGGESTED WAYS TO LEARN
COLLOCATIONS FOR THE FIRST-YEAR ENGLISH MAJORS AT HAI
PHONG MANAGEMENT AND TECHNOLOGY UNIVERSITY.

1. Learning Collocations through Topics
1.1 Collocation about sports

- Be in good/bad condition: Néu mot nguoi & trong trang thai sirc khoe tot
va cuong trang.

Example: After resting, | was then in good condition and ready to compete again.

- Keep/stay fit: Giit gin mot sirc khoe tt va lanh manh thong qua cac hoat
dong nhu tap thé thao, dn udng dinh dudng,. ..

Example: Besides exercising regularly, a sound diet can also help me keep fit.

- Take up a sport/an exercise: Bat dau tham gia mot mon thé thao hay mot
bai tap thé duc nao do.

Example”: My brother was eager to take up a new sport, so | recommended chess
to him.

- Sports facilities: Dia diém noi mot ngudi co thé van dong va choi/xem
thé thao noi chung, bao gdm phong gym, san van dong, ho boi, phong bi-da,
bowling,...

Example: Having sports facilities in a university campus can benefit students’
comprehensive development.

- Have/suffer from an injury: Chén thuong.

Example: Kathy has to retire after suffering from that severe ligament injury.

- A feast for the eyes/ears: mot pha thi thau dep mat, di tai.

Example:With the talented instruction of Mr.Park, U23 Vietnam’s techniques
were totally a feast for the eyes.

- Performance-enhancing drugs: Nhitng loai thudc kich thich.

Example: Athletes using performance-enhancing drugs are believed to have an
advantage over their opponents.

- Fail a drug test: Str dung chét kich thich trong thi dau
Example: Much as she wanted to join the match, she was banned from competing
because of failing the drug test.

- Break a record/Set a record: Pha vo ky luc.

Exmple: Having reached the speed of 44.72km/h in the 60-80m stretch, Usain
Bolt has set the world record of being the fastest runner in the world
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- Neck and neck: Ngang strc.
Example: The two teams were neck and neck in the final round and drew. Then, a
tiebreaker was called in.
( https://lingoconnector.edu.vn/collocation-chu-de-sports/ )

1.2  Collocation about family

- Immediate family : Gia dinh rudt thit (20m b me va anh chi em ctia ban.
Example: There are four people in my immediate family.

- Extended family : Gia dinh mé rong (gém 6ng, ba, o, chu, bac).
Example: | see mu extended family once a year, during our annual family vacation.

- Family tree : So db gia dinh (gia pha).

Example: My son is making a diagram of our family tree for a school project.

- Family members : Cac thanh vién trong gia dinh.

Example: My husband doesn’t get along with a few of my family members.

- Loving family = close-knit family : Gia dinh ém am.

Example: | was raised in a very loving family, in which everyone helped each
other.

- Carefree childhood : Tudi tho ém dém, khong phai lo lang gi ca.
Example: John has a carefree childhood, growing up with happily married parents
and three brothers.

- Troubled childhood : Tudi tho khé khin (nghéo kho, bi lam dung).
Example: Teenagers who had a troubled childhood often have behavior problems
in school.

- Bitter divorce : Ly than do van dé tinh cam.
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Example: After a bitter divorce from his wife of 20 years, the actor married a
woman young enough to be his daughter.

- Messy divorce : Ly than, xdy ra tranh chép tai san.
Example: My aunt’s going through a messy divorce; she’s paying a fortune in
legal fees.

- Divorce settlement : Giai quyét cac van dé ly hon.
Example: The divorce settlement awarded the wife $500,000.

(' https://nativespeaker.vn/hoc-tieng-anh-giao-tiep-collocations-chu-de-Family.html )

1.3 Collocation about health

- Health inspectors/Health experts: Chuyén gia vé sirc khoe.
Example: We should seek advice from health inspectors as they provide a
credible and reliable source of information.

- Make a speedy recovery: Hoi phuc nhanh.
Example: Patients ought to take sound advice given by health experts to make
a speedy recovery.

- To be addicted to sth: nghién cai gi.
Example: More specialist clinics, offering treatment and advice, are required
to help people who are addicted to drugs.

- To carry more potential health risks: mang t&i nhiéu rdi ro tiém tang vé
suc khoe.
Example: Getting pregnant after 35 years of age carries more potential health
risks.

- To cause serious mental health problems: gay ra nhimng van dé stc

khoe tinh than nghiém trong.
Example: Too many hours spent on Facebook may cause serious mental health
problems in kids, studies show.
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- To maintain a healthy body: duy tri mét co thé khoe manh.
Example: Regular exercise is essential in maintaining a healthy body.

- To adopt/follow/have/eat a balanced diet: c6 mot ché do in can bang.
Example: People can reduce their risk of chronic diseases by exercising and
by adopting/following/having/eating a balanced diet.

( https://lingoconnector.edu.vn/collocation-chu-de-health-trong-ielts/ )

1.4 Collocation about food

- A light meal: bira an nheg.

Example: Our light meals and dinner recipes are perfect if you fancy a light
lunch or maybe even a quick snack.

- A heavy meal: bita an chinh.

Example: After a heavy meal, you should take a little more rest than usual.

- Mashed potatoes: khoai tay nghién.

Example: Potatoes are blended with warmed butter and milk to create those
perfect, smooth mashed potatoes everyone loves.

- Take-away: d6 mang vé tir nha hang.

Example: More and more take-away coffee brands, both domestic and foreign,
have appeared on the market, creating a new tendency of enjoying coffee
among the youth.

- Bread and butter: diéu gi d6 cn cho sy song hay ké sinh nhai.
Example: The voters are worried about bread and butter issues like jobs and
taxes.

- Fish and chips: thtic in mang vé truyén thdng, pho bién tai anh quéc.
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Example: Fish and chips is a hot dish of English origin consisting of fried
battered fish and hot chips.

- Home-cooked food: d6 an néu & nha.
Example: Many families have stopped sitting down for meals together despite
the fact home-cooked food offers both social and health benefits.

- Convenience food = processed food: thic dn ché bién sin.
Example: It’s nice to get a bit of home-cooked food after all that convenience
food.

- Make your mouth water: 1am cho ban thay rat doi, thém an.
Example: The smell of that bacon cooking is making my mouth water.

- Raise one’s glasses: nang li 1én dé chuc mimg.
Example: Let’s raise our glasses and drink a toast to the happy couple!

( https://lingoconnector.edu.vn/20-collocation-chu-de-food-va-drinks/ )

1.5 Collocation about education
- Give out homework: giao bai tap vé nha.

Example: Our teacher always gives out homework before holiday.
- Deliver a speech/lecture = Make a presentation: thuyét trinh.

Example: We will deliver a speech about how to protect endangered species next
Friday.

- Fall behind with studies: khong theo kip viéc hoc ¢ truong.

Example: Anna fell behind with studies in college because she spent most of her
time on playing video games.

- Play truant/truancy: tron hoc.
Example: He was expelled from school because of playing truant regularly.
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- Intensive course: khoa hoc chuyén sau.
Example: She was forced into enrolling in an intensive course about technology.
- Vocational course: khoa hoc nghé.

Example: Instead of going straight to university, she decided to take a vocational
course.

- Comprehensive education: gido duc toan dién.

Example: Comprehensive education is designed for students of different abilities.
- Win a scholarship: danh dugc hoc bong.

Example: She won a scholarship to study at New York University.

(‘https://langgo.edu.vn/bo-tui-40-collocation-chu-de-education-sieu-chat-luong-nang-band-ielts )

‘Education

2. Learning Collocations through Mind map

Learning Collocation is the source of knowledge. However, it's not always
easy to remember words of your mother tongue, not to mention learning
vocabulary in a second language. With the help of mind map, you can create maps
of word groups in different themes and add new words to corresponding groups
at any time. The radiant structure of a mind map suits the way the human brain
works in diverging an idea.

Create a vocabulary mind map and allows you to insert images, notes and
hyperlinks into a mind map to add detailed information and strengthen visual
memory. Definitions, sample sentences, comments, audio and video can be added
as attachments to a vocabulary mind map. The following is a mind map of English
collocations with "DQO", through the map, it's easy to see and remember the
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collocations at one glance. Detailed information and more examples can be added
to the existing word map at anytime.

R

\.—f‘-——_“: do a course

do exercise

Try the best way to make a mind map and check out this tutorial of this
powerful mind mapping tool!

- -

3. Learning Collocations through Music and songs

When using collocations with “music”, your language will be more natural
and more easily understood. You will have alternative and richer ways of
expressing yourself. It is easier for our brains to remember and use language in
chunks or blocks such as common Collocations with “music” rather than as single
words. Be aware of collocations with music , and try to recognize them when you
see or hear them. Treat collocations as single blocks of language. When you learn
a new word , write down other words that collocate with it. Read as much as
possible. Reading is an excellent way to learn vocabulary and collocations of
“music” in context and naturally. Practice using new collocations with “music” in
context as soon as possible after learning them. Learn collocations with “music”
in groups that work for you. You could learn them by topic (time, number, weather,
money, family) or by a particular word (take action, take a chance, take an exam),
for example:
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Song: High Hopes by Panic! At the Disco.

[Chorus]

Had to have high, high hopes for a living;
Shooting for the stars when | couldn’t make a
killing

Didn’t have a dime but | always had a vision;
Always had high, high hopes.

Had to have high, high hopes for a living
Didn’t know how but I always had a feeling

| was *gonna be that one in a million; (*going to)
Always had high high hopes.

[Verse 1]

Mama said “Fulfill the prophecy

Be something greater

Go make a legacy

Manifest destiny. ”

Black in the days,

We wanted everything.

Mama said “Burn your biographies

Rewrite your history

Light up your wildest dreams,

Museum victories.”

Everyday,We wanted everything.

Brendon Urie

4, Learning Collocations through Stories
The programmed story is entitled: The Lion Who Wanted to Zoom by James
Thurber.

There was once a lion who would have given everything for an eagle’s
wings. So he sent a message to the eagle, asking the great bird to come and see
the king of beasts. When the eagle landed in front of the lion’s den, the latter said,
“Let’s make a bargain. I give you my mane for your wings.” “Keep talking,

brother,” said the eagle. “Without my wings I could no longer fly.” “So what?”
said the lion. “T can’t fly now, but that does not prevent me from being king of

beasts. | became king of beasts on account of 88 my magnificent mane.” “All
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right,” said the eagle, “but give me your mane first.” The eagle came closer and
the lion threw a huge paw at him, pinning him to the ground. “Now give me those
wings immediately!” he growled angrily. So

the lion took the eagle’s wings but kept his
own mane. For a while the eagle was very
hopeless and discouraged, but then he had an
idea. “I bet you can’t fly off the top of that §&&
great rock over there;” said the eagle. “Who, '
me?” asked the lion, and he walked to the top #
of the rock and took off. His weight was too & , “

great for the eagle’s wings to support him, and besides he did not know how to
fly, never having tried it before. So he crashed at the foot of the rock. The eagle
hastily climbed down to him and regained his wings and took off the lion’s mane,
which he put about his own neck and shoulders. Flying back to the rocky nest
where he lived with his mate, he decided to have some fun with her. So, covered

with the lion’s mane, he poked his head into the nest and in a deep, awful voice
he cried, “Harrrroooo!” His mate, who was very nervous anyway, grabbed a pistol
from a bureau drawer and shot him dead, thinking he was a lion.

( http://www.english-on-the-web.de/download/lionzoom.pdf )

*Tasks:

First, students were introduced to the terms "story", "fable™ and "novel".
Then, the difficult words were explained in order to make the story clear. The
main focus is to make the learners acquainted with vocabulary and thus all the
collocations in the story should be noticed and underlined. After that, the story is
interpreted working on the students' writing skills. They are asked to:

1: Give the meaning of some words using their own words.

2: Give synonyms and opposites of some words.

3: Formulate the lion’s trick in their own words.

4: Describe why the eagle is mean.

5: Write any good commentary on some lines of this story.

-> Answer the question: What does this fable teach us in your opinion?

Consequently, the students will learn how to deal with a story and gain
more knowledge of vocabulary through the teaching of collocations. Due to the
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length of the story and activities, this lesson was divided into two sessions in order
to give enough time for the students to finish the required tasks.
5. Learning Collocations through Pictures
Using pictures in the teaching materials makes it easier to understand the
meaning of the collocations and the attractiveness of the images helps to motivate
students and they can have a clearer understanding of the collocations’ meaning.
Besides this teaching makes more fun for the students.
TON CATCH

The plane catches fire just as ™ <

catCh [0") fire it is reaching the destination. g

catch a ba" His son could catch a ball coming {

toward his left or right.

If you get caught in the rain, you

catch a blls You'd really need to catch a bus. M

CatCh acold might catch a cold. *

- You're here to catch a thief. &

)
Catch a whiff ' couaht o whiff of peachy

perfume.

6. Learning Collocations through Games
An excellent game makes it ever simpler to learn English. Games help to

connect the class and to make the classroom interesting and enjoyable. English-
speaking is full of challenges for the learner and difficulty in playing games may
enable students to learn via blocks so that they can appreciate something that they
have found very hard. Whether the class spends quiet games alone or exciting
team games.
6.1 Game 1: Board Race

Board Race is a fun game that is used for revising vocabulary, whether it be
words from the lesson you’ve just taught or words from a lesson you taught last
week. It can also be used at the start of the class to get students active. It is a great
way of testing what your students already know about the subject you’re about to
teach. This is best played with 6 students or more - the more, the better. I’ve used
it in classes ranging from 7-25 years of age and it’s worked well in all age groups.
+ Why use it? Revising vocabulary; grammar.
+ Who it's best for: Appropriate for all levels and ages. HOW TO PLAY:
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o Split the class into two teams and give each team a colored marker.

o If you have a very large class, it may be better to split the students into
teams of 3 or 4.

o Draw a line down the middle of the board and write a topic at the top.

o The students must then write as many words as you require related to the
topic in the form of a relay race.

o Each team wins one point for each correct word. Any words that are
unreadable or misspelled are not counted.

6.2 Game 2: Hangman

This traditional game is a favorite for everyone, although it's pretty fast,
dull. This game is best utilized for 5 minutes at the beginning, if there is still time,
for warming the class up or 5 minutes at the conclusion. It works regardless of
how many students there are.

+ Why use it? Warming up / winding down class

+ Who it's best for: Young learners. HOW TO PLAY:

o Think of a word and write the number of letters on the board using dashes
to show many letters there are.

. Ask students to suggest a letter. If it appears in the word, write it in all of
the correct spaces. If the letter does not appear in the word, write it off to the side
and begin drawing the image of a hanging man.

o Continue until the students guess the word correctly (they win) or you
complete the diagram (you win).
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6.3 Game 3: Hot Seat
Hot Seat enables students to develop their vocabulary and fosters classroom

rivalry. They may also practice their speech and hearing abilities and can be utilized
for any learner level.

+ Why use it? Vocabulary, Speaking and Listening

+ Who it's best for: All ages and levels. HOW TO PLAY:

o Split the class into 2 teams, or more if you have a large class.

o Elect one person from each team to sit in the Hot Seat, facing the classroom

with the board behind them.

o Write a word on the board. One of the team members of the student in the

hot seat must help the student guess the word by describing it. They have a limited

amount of time and cannot say, spell or draw the word.

o Continue until each team member has described a word to the student in

the Hot Seat.
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6.4 Game 4: Spelling Games

Spelling games help in the teaching, reading and speaking of vocabulary
using English. An energetic, dynamic play in the teams is a traditional replay.
Start the game with one column for each team dividing the board of the classroom.
Write the name of each team over the column and then put a sign or a crack on
the board for each team member. A word is stated by the teacher, then the team
members take turns and write a letter. The team who completes the word most
rapidly and with the right orthography wins the round.

The B .
pJEJLIL]1]N]G]
=PI ]S

7. Learning Collocations through Oxford Collocations Dictionary

According to the Oxford Learner’s Dictionaries website, the Oxford
Collocations Dictionary (2208) is a corpus-based dictionary that indicates which
words work together and sound more natural. It helps students learn the most
important collocations by choosing the correct combinations appropriate for
specific contexts. This dictionary contains 250,000 word combinations,
collocations for 9,000 nouns, verbs, and adjectives, and over 75,000 examples.
Its corpus is based on the analysis of the Oxford English Corpus, a collection of
nearly 2,5 billion words of English that show words which really do go together.
The data obtained from the software were looked up in this dictionary in order to
check the category of collocations and to confirm that the collocations are of
lexical types. Thirteen types of collocations are introduced in the Oxford
Collocations Dictionary, which are listed in the following table.
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Collocation types introduced in Oxford Collocations Dictionary (2208)

Entries

Types of combinations

Example

Noun entries

Adjective + Noun
Quantifier + Noun
Verb + Noun

Noun + Verb

Noun + Noun
Preposition + Noun
Noun + Preposition

Bright/intense/strong light
A beam/ray of light
Cast/give/shed light

Light glows/shines

A light source

By the light of the moon
The light from the window

Verb entries Adverb + Verb Choose carefully
Verb + Verb Be free to choose

Verb + Preposition Choose between two things

Adjective entries | Verb + Adjective Make/keep something safe

Adverb + Adjective
Adjective + Preposition

Perfectl /environmentally safe
Safe from attack

Source: Oxford Collocations Dictionary (2208: ix) 4 .
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PART 3. CONCLUSION
1. Conclusion

According to survey data, there are many difficulties for students in
learning English collocation. 90.9% of students admitted that there are 3 main
difficulties in studying collocations as follows: many types of lexical collocations,
collocations with ‘Verb+ Noun” and the negative transfer fromthe mother tongue.
Besides, 59,1% found learning methods and collocations with “Adverb +
Adjective” difficult. However, not many of them found the development of
English collocations (18,18%) or collocations with “Adjective+ Noun” (36,36%)
difficult.

The result also shows that 40.9% of students think that learning collocation
Is important, which proves that they take collocation into consideration and
understand its essentials. Besides, 9.1% of students think that learning collocation
IS not important, so 18.18% students spend less than 30 minutes learning English,
which shows that some students are still indifferent to collocation and this leads
to low learning outcomes and poor communication.

In addition, 45.45% of students want to enhance English collocations for
high scores and 13.64% of them want to learn English better with the use of
collocations. Furthermore, the most favorable method for students is learning
collocations through games accounting for 36.36% which shows games are a fun
way to practice English. It can be a really motivating way to learn a language and
makes it easy for students to remember. Learning Collocations through stories
accounted for 9.09% of the students' interest.

In conclusion, finding out the difficulties in learning English collocations
for first year English major students is very important. After the process of
completing this research paper, the researcher hopes that students will overcome
the difficulties of learning collocations and make efforts to learn better and love
learning English collocations more.

2. Limitations and suggestions for further study

A considerable effort has been made to find out the difficulties in learning
English collocations for first year English major students. However, due to limited
time and ability, there are a number of related areas which the researcher cannot
cover in the study. First, the subjects of the study are only the small number of
students. Second, the researcher merely concentrates on the difficulties in learning
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English collocation; does not focus on some related skills such as writing and
reading. Furthermore, in the English language teaching and learning in general,
the above suggested ways of learning collocations are only small parts.

Based on chapter 3, the students should enhance the frequency of using
lexical collocation in transactional speaking, not only type one collocation but
also they have to use all of the types of lexical collocation because if they know
about collocation it can make the easier to speak or express their idea and also
they spoken English can be more native-like. The students can also use the
technology or using the internet as we are in the modern era which provided with
sophisticated technology that facilitate the students to learn about the lexical
collocation.

39



LIST OF REFERENCE

1. Bahns, J. 1993.”Lexical collocations: a contrastive view” ELT Journal
47(1):56-63-Oxford :Oxford University Press.

2. Benson, M, Benson, E & llson, R 1997, The BBI dictionary of English word
combinations, Amsterdam, John Benjamins Publishing Company.

3. Boers, F., Warren, P., He, L., & Deconinck, J. (2217). Does adding
pictures to glosses enhance vocabulary uptake from reading? System, 66,
113-129.

4, Brown, D. (1974). Advanced vocabulary teaching: The problem of
collocation. RELC Journal, 5(2), 1-11.

5. Kennedy, G. (2203). Amplifier Collocations in the British National
Corpus: Implications for English Language Teaching. TESOL Quarterly, Vol. 37,
No. 3(Autumn, 2203), p.467-487.

6. Kennedy, G. 1990. “Collocations: where grammar and vocabulary teaching
meeet” in Language Teaching Methodology for the Nineties, RELC, Anthology
Series 24,

7. Kennedy, G. 1990. “Collocations: where grammar and vocabulary
teaching meeet” in Language Teaching Methodology for the Nineties, RELC,
Anthology Series 24.

8. Kost, C. R., Foss, P., & Lenzini,J. J. (1999). Textual and pictorial
glosses:

Q. Lewis, M. (1997). Implementing the lexical approach. Hove, English:
Language Teaching Publications, London.

10. Lewis, M. (2200).Teaching Collocation.Further Developments in the
LexicalApproach. Heinle, Cengage Learning.

11. Lin, Y. P. (2202). Effect of collocation instruction on English vocabulary
development of high school students in Taiwan. (p.87-90). Master Thesis is
submitted to the English Department of kaohsiung.

12. Matsuno, K., &Sugiura, M. (2202). The definition of collocation. Retrieved
from: http://bora.uib.no/bitstream/.pdf.

13.  McCarthy, M. (1990) Vocabulary. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
14.  McCarty M (eds) Vocabulary and language teaching, 1st edn. New York,
Longman.

40



15.  Nattinger, J. (ed). 1987. Collins Cobuild English Language Dictionary.
London: Collins

16.  Nattinger, J.R. and DeCarrico, J.S. 1992. Lexical Phrases and Language
Teaching London: Longman.

17.  Nunan, D. (1988).The Learner-Centred Curriculum,Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.

18. Oxford Collocations Dictionary (2208: ix) 4 .

19. Palmer, H. (1933), Second Interim Report on English Collocations, Tokyo:
Kaitakusha.

20.  Palmer, H. (1938), A Grammar of English Words, Longman.

21. Sonaiya, C. (1988). The lexicon in second language acquisition: A lexical
approach to error analysis. Thesis. Cornell University.

22.  Stageberg, N.C. 1971. An Introductory English Grammar. New York: Holt,
Rinehart and Winston, Ltd.

23. Thomson, A.J. and Martinet, A.V. 1980. A Practical English
Grammar.Oxford: Oxford University Press.

24. Thomson, A.J. and Martinet, A.V. 1980. A Practical English
Grammar.Oxford: Oxford University Press.

25. Wallace, M. 1987. Teaching Vocabulary. London: Heinemann.

Websites:

1. https://tinyurl.com/2q5bfts4

2. https://tinyurl.com/2ht7tyob

3. https://lingoconnector.edu.vn/collocation-chu-de-sports/

4. https://nativespeaker.vn/hoc-tieng-anh-giao-tiep-collocations-chu-de-
Family.html
https://lingoconnector.edu.vn/collocation-chu-de-health-trong-ielts/

. https://lingoconnector.edu.vn/20-collocation-chu-de-food-va-drinks/

7. https://langgo.edu.vn/bo-tui-40-collocation-chu-de-education-sieu-
chat-luong-nang-band-ielts

8. http://www.english-on-the-web.de/download/lionzoom.pdf

o o

41


https://tinyurl.com/2q5bfts4
https://tinyurl.com/2ht7tyob
https://lingoconnector.edu.vn/collocation-chu-de-sports/
https://nativespeaker.vn/hoc-tieng-anh-giao-tiep-collocations-chu-de-Family.html
https://nativespeaker.vn/hoc-tieng-anh-giao-tiep-collocations-chu-de-Family.html
https://lingoconnector.edu.vn/collocation-chu-de-health-trong-ielts/
https://lingoconnector.edu.vn/20-collocation-chu-de-food-va-drinks/
https://langgo.edu.vn/bo-tui-40-collocation-chu-de-education-sieu-chat-luong-nang-band-ielts
https://langgo.edu.vn/bo-tui-40-collocation-chu-de-education-sieu-chat-luong-nang-band-ielts
http://www.english-on-the-web.de/download/lionzoom.pdf

APPENDIX 1.1: QUESTIONNAIRE FOR STUDENTS
(ENGLISH VERSION)
Dear students,

The purpose of this questionnaire is to find out about your attitude towards
your current learning English collocation. Its ultimate purpose is to find out the
difficulties in your English learning collocations. Please do give your own
opinions, frankly!

Please, tick the answer that best describes your ideas and add final comments
at the bottom of the sheet if you wish. We need your frank opinions. We thank
you for your cooperation!

1. How long have you been studying English?
A. 0-2 years
B. 2-5 years
C. More than 5 years
2. How long do you spend learning English collocation in a day?
A. Less than 30 minutes
B. 30 minutes- 1 hour
C. 1 hour- 2 hours
D. More than 2 hours
3. What are the difficulties in learning English collocations?

The difficulties in learning Student’s opinion

English collocations Agree Disagree

Many types of lexical collocations

Difficult to remember “Adjective
+ Noun”

Difficult to remember “Adverb +
Adjective”
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Difficult to remember collocation
“Verb + Noun”
eg: collocation with take, make,

have, catch...

The development of English
collocations

Negative transfer from the mother
tongue

Learning method

Other difficulties

“Noun + Noun”; ....

4. What is the way of learning English collocation which you like most?
A. Learning Collocations through Mind map
B. Learning Collocations through Stories
C. Learning Collocations through Music and songs
D. Learning Collocations through Pictures
E. Learning Collocations through Games
5. What do you think about the importance of learning English collocation?
A. Very important
B. Important
C. Normal
D. Not important
6. What do you expect for English collocation learning?
A. Good communication
B. High scores
C. Better English
D. Others
Your comments:
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Thank you for your co-operation!
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APPENDIX 1.2 : CAU HOI KHAO SAT
(VIETNAMESE VERSION)

Cé4c ban than mén,

Hay dién vao bang cau hoi nay va guri lai cho chung t6i. Chung tdi can nhiing y
kién théng than ctia cac ban vé viéc hoc cac cum tir dé tim ra céc khé khin trong viéc
hoc cum tir ctia cac ban, cling nhu co thé hiéu hon vé viéc hoc ctia cic ban. R4t cam on
su hop tac!

Hay danh du vao cau tra 1oi miéu ta ding nhat y kién ctia ban va viét thém
mot vai binh luan cua ban & dudi.

1. Ban hoc tiéng Anh duoc bao 1au r6i?
A. 0-2 nam
B. 2-5 nam
C. Hon 5 nam
2. Ban danh bao lau dé hoc cum tir tiéng Anh trong mot ngay?
A. Du6i 30 phut
B. 30 phut - 1 gio
C. 1 gio -2 gio
D. Hon 2 gio
3. Nhitng khé khan khi hoc cum tir tiéng Anh 1 gi?

Nhirng khé khin khi hoc cum tir Y Kién ciia sinh vién

tiéng Anh

Pong y Khong dong y

Nhiéu loai hinh thanh cic cum

tur

Khoé nhd cac cum tir hinh thanh
tr "Tinh tir + Danh tu"

Kho nhé cac cum tir hinh
thanh tir "Trang tr + tinh tu"
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Kho nhé cac cum tir hinh thanh
to “Dong tu + Danh tir” Vi du:
cum tir voi1 take, make, have,

catch...

Su da dang cua cac cum tir tiéng
Anh

Su chuyén giao khong chuan tir

tieng me deé

Phuong phép hoc tap

Kho khan khac “Danh tir +
Danh tu”; ....

4. Cach hoc cum tur tiéng Anh ma ban thich nhét 1a gi?
A. Hoc cac cum tir théng qua so dd tu duy
B. Hoc cac cum ttr thong qua cac cau chuyén
C. Hoc cac cum tur thong qua 4&m nhac va bai hat
D. Hoc cac cym tur thong qua hinh anh
E. Hoc cac cum tir thong qua tro choi

5. Ban nghi gi vé tim quan trong cta viéc hoc cum tir tiéng Anh?
A. Rét quan trong
B. Quan trong
C. Binh thuong
D. Khong quan trong

6. Ban mong doi diéu gi cho viéc hoc cum tir tiéng Anh?
A. Giao tiép tot
B. Piém cao
C. Tiéng Anh tét hon
D. Nhirng 1y do khéc

Y kién dong gop cia sinh vién:
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Mot lan nira xin chan thanh cam on sy hgp tac cia cac ban!
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